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Still in the paths of honour perſevere, 
And not from paſt or preſent ills deſpair; 
For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 
And though a late, a ſure reward ſucceeds. 
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XKEXXXXRs. Bentley was ſo kind to her 
X niece, as to ſuffer Arabella to 

M X beat and pinch her, without 
X check or controul. The poor 
N infant was very uneaſy for ſome 
time, at the great change ſhe experienced, 
and would alternately call upon her Papa and 
Mamma to ſave her; but at length cuſtom 
began to reconcile her even to the cruel uſage, 
when an excellent thought occurred to her 
uncle's imagination, He judged it very hard 
Vor, II. B to 


MOM, 
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to be kept out of ſeven hundred pounds a year 
by ſuch a little child. This noble ſentiment 
he frequently revolved in his own mind, be- 
fore he was ſo far abandoned as to commu— 
nicate it to his wife; nor did he abruptly open 
his heart even to her, but juſt infinuated that 
it was a mortifying circumſtance, that his 
brother and ſiſter had not been taken off three 
years ſooner than they were, as Anthony 
would not then have been excluded from his 
right by a little ſniveling girl. The wife 
readily concurred with him in his opinions, 
obſerving that it was to little purpoſe that the 
boy had been named after his uncle, as the 
eſtate was now gone from him. But not- 
withſtanding this encouraging declaration, 
Daniel had ſo much artifice as to leave her, to 
reflect upon what he had hinted, in hopes of 
drawing a propoſal from her of ſome kind or 
other, which might bring his purpoſes to 
bear, as he choſe to appear to follow in 
this reſpect rather than to led. 


Mrs. Bentley now began to conceive an 
utter diſtaſte to the poor Louiſa, and it would 
have been happy for her, if her grand: father 
could have been appriſed of the dangers that 
threatened her. Whatever ſhe ſald was con- 
ſidered by her aunt as ridiculous and apiſh, 
and her little actions were all thought trou- 
bleſome and: ſtupid. This good woman. in 
0: | AI. 0 nc 
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the end worked her averſion to the little in- 
nocent to ſuch a pitch, that ſhe declared to 
her huſband, ſhe could no longer bear the 
very ſight of her. The kind huſband ex- 
preſſed much concern at it, as he had not, 
he ſaid, the power of removing her ſo pre- 
cipitantly, without giving grounds to ſuſpect 
their want of affection for her. He added, 
he was not at all ſurpriſed at her antipathy 
to the little uſurper, but that there was no 
redreſſing the grievance, unleſs they could 
mutually fix upon ſome ſcheme of diſpoſing 
of her in ſuch a manner, as to prevent her 
ever again becoming an incumbrance or im- 
pediment to them or their children. Oh! 
for the means, cried the excellent mother 
haſtily, can you not fix upon them?“ 


6 My dear replied the deep deſigner, there 
is nothing but a journey to London that could 
be effectual, and that you have no liking to.“ 
6 Liking! returned ſhe, I would undertake 
a pilgrimage in ſuch a cauſe; therefore de- 
pend upon my hearty concurrence and aſſiſt- 


ance.” 


Having advanced thus far, Daniel determin- 
ed not to recede, and with the joint appro- 
bation and direction of his help-mate, he 
wrote to inform Mr. Parker, that being ob- 
liged to take a journey to London, together 
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with his wife, upon ſome extraordinary bu- 
ſineſs, they propoſed carrying Arabella and 
the little Louiſa along with them, and ac- 
cordingly, before an anſwer could reach them, 
leſt it ſnould contain a prohibition with reſ- 
F pect to the latter, they actually ſet forward 
| for the great metropolis. 


Mrs. Bentley had an aunt in London, with 
whom, as we have already mentioned, at one 
period of her life, ſhe ſpent three months. 
To this woman was a letter diſpatched, 
to beg ſhe would provide them lodgings. 
She was a colonel's widow, who being given 
to the ſame extravagant turn with herſelf, on 

ö his death, ſhe was reduced to the ſlight in- 
[} come of forty pounds a year (penſion) for 
[! ſubſiſtence. This was ſo far from ſufficient 
1 to anſwer the purpoſes of her heart, and ſo 
unable was ſhe to confine her expences with- 
in ſuch narrow limits, that ſhe was frequent- 
ly obliged to make over this ſmall pittance at 
Þ very great diſadvantages, to ſatisfy thoſe cre- 
| ditors who proved moſt clamorous. 


| When ſhe received her niece's requeſt, 
| the was in poſſeſſion of only five guineas in 
0 the world, of which particulars this noble 
| family were not ignorant, and therefore ſhe 
| was judged a fit inſtrument to effect the baſe 


deſign they had now in view. The lodging 
3 he 
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ſhe had provided for them, was in Ruſſel- 
ſtreet, Bloomſbury, where they ſoon arrived, 
attended only by one ſervant beſides their 
coachman. The former was diſmiſſed in a 
ſhort time for ſome trifling misdemeanor, they 
apprehending him to be rather an unſafe per- 
ſon to continue with them at that ſeaſon, as 
the fellow had unfortunately given proofs up- 
on ſeveral occaſions, of common ſenſe and 
uncommon honeſty. They judged it impro- 
per, however, to turn him entirely adrift in 
a ſtrange place upon ſo trifling a pretence, as 
that they had diſcharged him upon, and there- 
fore Mrs.,Blacki/ton, the aunt, was commiſ- 
ſioned to get him (by means of ſome of her 
acquaintance) another place. 


Various were the conſultations held by this 
unworthy committee, before they could form 
their deſired ſcheme to their ſatisfaction. 
They could not, perhaps, in the whole king- 
dom have met with another perſon of Mrs. 
Blackifton's happy qualifications for their pur- 
poſe. | 


She was miſtreſs of a good addreſs, and a 


general knowledge of the town, by which we 


underſtand a knowledge of the world, and had 
an appearance of ſincerity in her words and 
actions, capable of eluding the penetration of 
a privy-counſellor. 
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Her advice was to hin out ſome honeſt 
* well-meaning woman, whoſe narrow circum- 
ſtances might induce her to receive this heir- 
eſs for a tolerable gratuity into her care, as 
the natural child of a great man, who had 
been compelled by his father ſince her birth, 
to marry a lady of prodigious fortune, and 
particular nice honour, and that on the con- 
cealment of this unhappy child the peace and 
happineſs of many worthy families depended; 
that ſhe had been tenderly bred up by her in- 
diſcreet mother, who had taught her to call 
the gentleman Papa and herſelf Mamma; 
that the name ſhe had been accuſtomed to, 
was Louiſa; that it was earneſtly deſired, ſne 
ſhould be entirely weaned from every remem- 
brance of her former ſituation, and inſtructed 
to conſider ſelf as the daughter of the perſon 
ſhe was to be with. a 


This tale was Ade approved of, and often 
repeated, to prevent heſitation in the firſt re- 
cital, or prevarication, if a repetition of it 


ſhould be neceſlary. 


The reward, propoſed to the ingenious 
Mrs. Blackiſton on effecting this great buſi- 
neſs, was the irreſiſtable ſum of five hundred 
pounds, and an annuity of an hundred pounds 
a during life. 


Inſtigated 
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Inſtigated by the preſſing calls of neceſſity 


and a heart panting after the gaieties of the 
beau-monde, ſhe became indefatigable in her 
endeavours to ſerve this generous pair, her 
future kind benefactors. She met in a lucky 
hour with a perſon, qualified to her utmoſt 
wiſh, being ſimple in her manners, unſuſpi- 
cious and undeſigning in her diſpoſition, and 
borne down by the complicated misfortunes 
of narrow circumſtances, and the recent loſs 
of a beloved huſband and child, both taken 
off by a malignant fever. 


This waman was brought up to town by a 
family, of whom Mrs. Blackiſton had ſome 
knowledge, to be a witneſs in a cauſe they 
had depending in chancery, and was to return 
immediately after the deciſion of it. To pre- 
vent this ſhe was directly applied to, and 
mnty guineas offered her with the young heir- 
els, | 


The artleſs and credulous woman paid an 
implicit faith to all they related, and being 
naturally humane and fond of children, and 
reduced by her huſband's and ſon's illneſs, 
and*their funeral expences to a ſmall pittance, 
ſhe gladly conſented to receive the little in- 
nocent for her companion, hoping to find no 
ſmall relief from her engaging prattle and un- 
diſſembled affection. W 
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This grand point gained, it was next judg- 


ed proper to report in the family, that Miſs 


Louiſa was indiſpoſed, a circumſtance im- 

ed to the change of air, and a cold ſhe 
had taken. Miſs Arabella, during theſe tranſ- 
actions, was ſent out of the way upon a viſit 
to Hampſtead to a relation of her aunts, theſe 
wiſe heads deeming it improper to entruſt a 
girl of her age with ſo important a ſecret, 
notwithſtanding her known averſion to her 
little couſin. 


Louiſa's illneſs was now ſaid to encreaſe 
every day, *till it was thought proper that ſhe 
ſhould be deemed in the utmoſt danger. To 
carry on this farce the better, her aunt 
never quitted her, and the good Mrs. Black- 
_ was of ſo much aſſiſtance, and the child 
o fond of them both, that the ſight of a 
ſtranger would break her heart ; conſequently 
a nurſe was not only unneceſſary but impro- 
per. It is true, this little victim was far 
from well, occaſioned by a ſmall quantity of 


- Tpecacuana being judiciouſly infuſed in her. 
drink, and as judiciouſly repeated. 


The horrid Mrs. Blackiſton too in order to 
convince her great friends of her moſt ſincere 
attachment to them, or, as ſhe expreſſed it, 
to put the detection of their proceedings out 


of the reach of even fate itſelf, applied in a 
mean 
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mean habit to a e er to furniſh her 
with the body of a female infant of Louiſa's 


age, telling him it was for diſſection, which 


the grave-robber, without any great heſita- 


tion, promiſed her to do. Accordingly the 


next evening a baſket was provided for the 
conveyance of a departed babe, recently 
committed to the earth by its afflicted parents, 
but which was almoſt as ſpeedily taken up by 
this diſturber of the dead. 


Mrs. Blackifton did not fail to attend at the 
time and place appointed, and was ſoon put 
in poſſeſſion of the little innocent piece of 
mortality. The baſket was curiouſly packed 
up, and proper directions being annexed, it 


was committed to the care of a porter, and 


diſpatched to Mr. Bentley, who was previouſly 
prepared for its reception. | 


The amiable projector of this unnatural. 
ſcheme was not long before ſhe returned to 
her expecting friends, having only remained 
behind, in order to tell honeſt dame Briſco, 


(the perſon who was to have Louiſa) not to 
fail attending that night at twelve o'clock in a 


hackney-coach, to receive her adopted daugh- 
ter. 


This wicked committee then ſat down to 
ſupper with unuſual ſatisfaction, and mutual 
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congratulations circulated round the table on 
the prudence of their meaſures. Mrs. Black- 
iſton's addreſs and dexterity in it were parti- 
cularly extolled, and a moſt entire friendſhip 
reciprocally eſtabliſhed between them upon - 


the noble baſis of iniquity, and a moſt villain- 
ous fraud. 


The poor little ſacrifice to their ambition 
and avarice had a gentle opiate adminiſtered 
to her that evening, which, taking effect at 
nine o'clock, they knew would continue its 
operation *till twelve the next day. To re- 
move ſuſpicion, the ſervants were all ordered 
to their reſpective apartments by eleven, and 
the three perpetrators left alone, who impa- 
tiently waited the poor deluded woman's com- 
ing to diſengage themſelves for ever from this 
impediment to their general advantage and 
benefit. At length the hour of deliverance 
arrived, and the ſleeping babe was ſucceſsful- 
ly conveyed into the carriage, deſtined to re- 
move her from the knowledge of her xelati- 
ons, friends, and fortune. This great work 
completed, the baſket was unpacked, and the 
lifeleſs impoſture dreſſed, by the hardened 
Mrs. Blacki/ton, in a cap and bed-gown of 
Leouiſa's, reſerved for the purpoſe, and being 
laid in the bed, Mr. Daniel retired with the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction to his own apartment. 

| : 
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n By agreement, at the expiration of half an 
A hour, the whole houſe was in confuſion. Mrs. 
Bentley's and Mrs.. Blackiſton's outrageous 
grief, with the violent tingle of their bells, 
rouzed all the family. The tender uncle and 
faithful guardian now became inconſolable for 
the loſs of his niece. They informed him 
with a deal of reluctance and tenderneſs of 
her departure. His ſorrows flowed apace, and 
at decent intervals were interrupted by ejacu- 
lations on the increaſe of woe, it would be 
to Mr. and Mrs. Parker's boſom, when ac- 
quainted with it. He ſaid, he feared the blow 
would be too much for them, and ſincerely 
wiſhed, he had never yielded to his wife's. 
and daughter's entreaties, in bringing up that 
valuable child to London, as, perhaps, Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker might never forgive him the 
action, though reſulting from a tenderneſs 
truly parental, and concluded with obſerving, 
that the goodneſs of his intention was his only 
conſolation. | 25 


— 2 
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A letter of fatal intelligence was then writ- 
ten to the good divine by Mrs. Blacki/ton, the 
grief of the uncle and aunt rendering them 
incapable of performing that melancholy taſk, 
wherein a faithful recital was given of all 

their fatigue and aſſiduity during the child's 
illneſs. The account cloſed: with ſeveral ſa- 
lutary quotations from holy,:writ in order to 
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excite theſe afflifted parents to patience and 
reſignation. | 


Mr. Parker and his wife had not yet been 
able to conquer ſome alarming apprehenſions, 
the firſt news of Louiſa's London-journey 
had thrown them into for her ſafety. Her 
tender age they conſidered as unfit for buſy 
ſcenes, and her ſtrength inadequate to the 
complicated fatigues of travelling, early riſing, 
and the ſingular hours of a town-life. 


The good man opened the fatal epiſtle, 
therefore with a trembling hand and a heart 
deeply agitated, and found this new calamity 
more inſupportable than any he had before 
experienced, He blamed himſelf as a kind 
of acceſſary to the untimely blaſting of this 
tender flower, was amazed at his own remiſſ- 
neſs in not immediately tranſplanting it to 
a more natural ſoil, and ſaving this tender 
pledge, this emblem of their beloved child, 
from being ſubje& to the capricious flights 
and giddy management of young unthinking 
relations, who had not the ſame call, to watch 
with carefulneſs over her. | 


Mrs. Parker ſaid in a heart-wounding ac- 

- cent, that her Eliza had exhauſted all her 
tears, nor had ſhe one left for poor Loui/a ; 
but, continued ſhe, I hope, the meaſure of 
my 
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my affliction 1s now completed, and that it 
will not be long before we are all re-united in 
that glorious ſtate, exempt from misfortunes, 
where ſin and ſorrow are no more. 


To return to Mr. Bentley; the mock fune- 
ral of the living Louiſa was now performed 
with great propriety and decorum, and her 


name regiſtered in the bills of mortality with 
the dead. 


After this melancholy ceremony) or rather 
villainous burleſque) Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, 
under pretence of being diſqualified by grief 
for the amuſements of the town, made a. 
ſpeedy return into the country, attended by 
the truſty Mrs. Blacki/ton, and entered upon 
the immediate poſſeſſion of Bentley-hall with 
its appurtenances, all which they deemed law- 
ful prize. 


We will here leave them to the enjoyment 
of their unjuſt acquiſitions, and attend the 
little Suſan (no longer Loui/a or an heireſs) 
to the humble cottage of dame Briſco, on the 
confines. of Bedfordſhire, the place of her de- 
ſtined reſidence. | 


The good woman had watched over her charge 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, till the operati- 
on of the potion already mentioned was ſpent, 

and 
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and the lovely child opened her eyes to new 
and uncommon ſcenes. 

A little apartment meanly furniſhed, was 
now her receptacle, and her only companion 


a plain humble ruſtic. She called upon the 


maid who uſed to be about her, and cried 
bitterly, to go home to her own Papa and 
Mamma. At length the good woman's kind- 
neſs ſoothed her into ſome degree of tranquil- 
lity, and, by the promiſe of many little things, 
engaging to children, ſhe became gradually 
reconciled - to her new ſtate. If ſhe did not 
eat ſo well as at her uncle's, ſhe was free 
from her couſin's il|-treatment, and the good 
dame Briſco, ſhe found, did every thing to 
pleaſe her, inſtead of contradicting and tor- 
menting her. She liſped out a genuine, but 
incoherent tale of her parents death, her re- 
moval to her uncle's, and the London-jour- 
ney ; but the old woman could not well un- 
derſtand her broken accents, and, indeed paid 
but little attention to what ſhe ſaid, her chief 
aim being to efface every remembrance of her 
former name and ſituation, and induce her to 
fink into plain Suſan Briſco with ſatisfaction 
and willingneſs before their return into the 
country, leſt the accounts ſhe attempted to 
give of herſelf, ſhould excite the curioſity and 
obſervation of her neighbours, 


Mit ; For 
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For this purpoſe ſhe continued a whole 
week privately in London, at her own ex- 
pence, in which time Suſan's tender heart 
was ſo attached by the maternal indulgence 
of the good woman, that ſhe would now have 
quitted her dame with much more reluct- 
ance, than ſhe ſhewed at firſt ſtaying with 
her. Two or three changes of ordinary 
cloaths had been provided for her, and the 
child being properly reconciled to her new 
friend, they took their places in the waggon, 


and ſoon arrived at their deſtined cottage in 
health and ſafety. 


Suſan at firſt expreſſed great ſurpriſe at 
their manner of travelling ; but the old wo- 
man calling their conveyance the great coach, 


it infuſed an air of gaiety into her little com- 
panion. | 


A neat habitation, the unreſtrained privi- 
lege of rambling in the fields, and ſeveral 
ſuitable play-ftellows made the child in a ſnort 
time think herſelf a happy being, and totally 
craſed from her mind every recollection of 
paſt circumſtances. x | 


She was amiable, to an uncommon degree, 
in her diſpoſition ; meekneſs, obligingneſs and 
docility being her conſtant companions. 


Dame 
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Dame Bri/co put her to ſchool, to learn to 
read and work, where ſhe ſoon obtained the 
reputation of a remarkably ingenious and in- 
duſtrious little girl. 

{ 
Thus did her days glide on in innocence, 
obſcurity and contentment, till ſhe attained 
her fourteenth year, when a gentleman's fa- 
mily happening to come to reſide in that part 
of the country, by their means ſhe became 
engaged in buſter ſcenes. | 


The father of this gentleman had been 
nurſed by dame Briſco's mother, which pro- 
cured her no ſmall conſideration with the 
Jon, and was the means of her receiving great 
kindneſſes from him, as well as a conſtant fa- 
vourable reception at his houſe. The gen- 
tleman's name was Banſton. His family con- 
ſiſted of his lady, a ſon of fifteen, and 2 
daughter of ſixteen years old. 


Mr. Banſton was a perſon of a ſociable diſ- 
poſition, hoſpitable to ſtrangers, and fond of 
company. But from the diſſimilarity in the 
choice and ſentiments of himſelf and his wife 

(which rendered them very unhappy) he had 
contracted many peculiarities. | 


He was ſudden in his attachments, and as 


haſty in his diſlikes. When pleaſed, no man 
more 


re 
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more friendly, no man more partial to his 
friends ; but when once offended, none could 
exceed him in paſſion, reſentment and ran- 
cour. A bad impreſſion was never to be re- 
moved, nor a reconcthation with him ob- 
tained, He was extremely ambitious, and 
from an anxious pride, that his children 
ſhould ſurpaſs every other perſon's, he fome- 
times led them but an uneaſy kind of life. 
Their dreſs, when either company was ex- 
pected, or a viſit intended, underwent the 
ſtricteſt examination; and he was ſo accuſ- 
tomed to diſapprove of their behaviour and 
converſation, that when he was preſent, they 
ated under continual fear and conſtraint. It 
ſeems, his diſpoſition had been early ſoured 
by diſappointments, and the loſs of a beloved 
friend, which he had never overcome, ſo that 
he, who at twenty was an eaſy and moſt ami- 
able youth, now at fifty was become a capri- 
cious and intolerable'old man. | 


Mrs. Banſton was of French extraction, 
and no education. She was covetous, parti- 
cular, and unaccountable to the laſt degree. 
Mean companions (if any) were her choice, 
her houſe her idol, and her ſervants her fa- 
vourites; nor did ſhe ever fail ſpending her 
mornings in her kitchen, where ſhe revealed, 
with the utmoſt good humour and familiarity, 

every 


18 FAMILY PICTURES. 


every ſentiment of her heart, and the con- 
verſation ſhe had heard without doors. 


By this intercourſe, and a reciprocal com- 
pliance on the part of her ſervants, the news 
of the neighbourhood ſoon reached her ears, 


and it was cuſtomary again for her to retail 


this information to her huſband's prime viſit- 
ants, not concealing even the names or hum- 
ble ſtate of her authors. 


Her girl ſhe was, in her way, extrava- 
gantly fond of. Her boy ſhe conſidered as an 
incumbrance, as no houſe, ſhe would fre- 
quently ſay, could be kept either clean or 
comfortable, that was infeſted with men, and 
would conclude ſuch declarations with fin- 
cerely wiſhing, that her huſband and ſon were 
engaged in ſome public employment, that 
would deliver her from the fatigue of their 
company. Ie 32 


She had no objection to a chearful glaſs, 
though not to exceſs, and took an immoder- 
ate quantity of rapee-ſnuff. She was credu- 
lous to a weakneſs, fond of no other writings 
than the ordinary of Newgate's, which ſhe 
had but juſt the capacity to read and under- 
ſtand. Her fortune, however, was immenſe. 
Notwithſtanding the thick cloud of ignorance, 
ſuperſtition and folly, by which ſhe was ſur- 


rounded, 


1 
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rounded, a ſpark of natural underſtanding 
would frequently diſplay itſelf, ſo as ſuffici- 
ently to evince, that education might have 
rendered her a very different being. The 
fault, indeed, lay in her father, who had ne- 
ver in his life attended to any other conſidera- 
tion, than the accumulating of wealth, in 
which his endeavours had been conſtantly 
ſucceſsful. 


The young gentleman, whoſe name was 
Charles, was a manly youth, his face inexpreſ- 


| fibly fine, but his perſon rather defective in 


point of gentility. Upon the whole, he an- 
ſwered pretty well the following deſcription 
of the poet. | 


| His eyes 

The bright celeſtial blue that paints the 
ſkies ; | | 

His hair a lovely brown, in ringlets flowed, 

And charms beyond the reach of art be- 

ſtowed. L741 
His manners open, artleſs and ſerene, | 
Declared the ſpotleſs mind that dwelt with- 


In. 


For his diſpoſition, it was ingenious and hu- 
mane, his underſtanding above the common 
ſtamp, his memory extenſive, and his hu- 

manity 
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manity, complaiſancy and equanimity, per- 


fectly engaging. 


Miſs Banſton was the reverſe of her Mam- 
ma, having a heart ſuſceptible of the moſt 
refined and diſintereſted friendſhip, and a taſte 
for the converſation of the polite and well- 
bred. Her perſon was rather agreeable, but 
far from handſome, of which deficiency ſhe 
was truly ſenſible. In her engagements ſhe 
was moſt affectionately attached to her bro- 
ther, and equally dutiful to her Papa and 
Mamma, 


Such was this family, with whom dame 
Briſco was a common favourite ; for ſhe ſoon 
acquired the art of ſerving and pleaſing their 
various humours, and preſerved (by being mi- 
ſtreſs of a faculty, rare amongſt the cata- 
logue of female dependents) the unabated 
friendſhip of every individual in the houſe to 
her lateſt hour. 


That my readers may not be at a loſs for 

a ſimilar recommendation upon a ſimilar oc- 
caſion, it is neceſſary to inform. them, that 
by an uniform and invariable adherence to the 
ſingle maxim of preſerving ſecret. every un- 
pleaſing and diſgraceful expreſſion, let fall by 
any member of the family, when difguſted 
or offended with each other, and + 
| an 


er- 
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and repeating with the utmoſt improvement, 


whatever could conduce to diſſolve their 


little 


animoſities, and promote their general peace 
and harmony, did this ſimple honeſt creature 


render herſelf uſeful and valuable to he 


r ſu- 


periors, as well as to her equals, and they again 


ſerviceable and kind to her. 


Mrs. Ban/ton's notableneſs being confin- 
ed entirely to bruſhes, brooms, and duſting 
cloaths, and her daughter's genius inclining 
her to reading and muſic, many domeſtic 


concerns were neglected by them both. 


Sen- 


ſible of this, Mrs. Banſton frequently wiſhed 


before dame Briſco that ſhe could meet 


with 


ſome clever tight girl, who underſtood plain- 
work, in order to take her into the houſe, 
that ſhe might manage entirely that branch 
of economy. It ſtruck the good woman at 
one of theſe junctures, that if Suſan could 
gain the favour and approbation of this ve 

particular woman and her amiable daughter, 
it might enſure her a happy proviggon in caſe 
of her death, and ſecure her from the ne- 
ceſſity of turning out into the wide world, 
ignorant and friendleſs. She, therefore, juſt 
mentioned her to Madam, but with ſuch a 


character, as the amiable girl deſerved. 


Mrs. Banſlon was pleaſed with this propoſal, 


and deſired ſhe might be brought to he 


r the 
next 


modeſt and genteel behaviour, and ſoon con- 


Mr. Banſton would often ſay, that ſhe was 


works ſurpriſingly quick and well.“ 


tage of her young lady's kindneſs, and the in- 
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next day, promiſing, that, if ſhe anſwered 
the character dame Briſco gave of her, ſhe 
ſhould want for neither kindneſs nor encou- 
ragement. 


She was, accordingly, conducted the next 
morning by the good old woman to the houſe 
of her benefactors, and met with a very gra. 
cious reception. Miſs Banſton admired her 


ceived a molt ſincere affection for her; while 


both a good and a clever girl, to which his 
wife would never fail to add,“ ay, and much 
prettier than any girl in this country, and 


Suſan, notwithſtanding cloſe application to 
her work, did not omit to make that advan- 


ſtruction of her maſters, as to acquire ſome 
ſmatterings of polite education. The rudi- 
meats of the French language Miſs Banſtm 
herſelf taught her, and by repeated leſſons, 
and the benefit of converſation, ſhe ſoon made 
herſelf miſtreſs of it. Dancing ſhe was taught 
at Miſs Caroline's requeſt, who perſuaded her 
Papa, that it would be an infinite improve- 
ment to her, to practice that accompliſhment 
with a companion. Beſides theſe accompliſh- 


ments, Suſan had a fine voice and a nice ear, 
| | | 
and 
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and conſequently acquired no ſmall judgment 
in vocal performances by frequently ſinging 
for her young lady's amuſement, many fine 
compoſitions ſhe was fond of playing, her own 
voice being. greatly inferior to this humble 
maid's. As to writing, her talents that wa 
had been improved by the pariſh-clerk, who 
of his own accord ſet her copies ; and thus did 
ſhe pick up by piece-meal a tolerable educa- 
tion for a country-girl. 


She had ſpent ſix months in this family, and 
had already eſtabliſhed herſelf in the good opi- 
nion and approbation of the ſeveral heads of 
it, when Maſter Charles made his appearance. 
le had been abſent during the eight preceding 
months on a viſit to his Grand- Mamma, whoſe 
favourite he was, and was entirely unacquain- 
ted with this agreeable addition to his fami- 
ly, Suſan's dreſs was plain, but perfectly neat, 
and ſuch, as ſufficiently diſplayed the beauties 
of her perſon, which did not long eſcape the 
young gentleman's obſervation. As pride was 
by no means a part of Mrs. Banſton's charac- 
ter, ſhe did not look upon the innocent low- 
born Suſan as any diſgrace to her table, to 
which ſhe was : conſtantly admitted, : unleſs 
when ſome extraordinary viſitants required 
her preſence elſewhere. Maſter Charles ſoon 
informed himſelf by his ſiſter's means of all 
the internal graces: and valuable endowments 
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of this young girl, whoſe perſon had ſo ex- 
ceedingly engaged his admiration, and he ſe. 
cretly wiſhed, that fortune had been more li. 
beral in her favours, ſo as to have enabled this 
maſter- piece of Nature to have ſhone in a 
leſs humble light. In conſequence of theſe 
impreſſions, he treated her with the utmoſt 
reſpect and kindneſs on every occaſion ; for 
two years together that this brother and ſiſter 
were inſeparable, now in all theſe youthful 
purſuits and diverſions Suſan had a ſhare along 
with them, nor, indeed, could they enjoy any 
pleaſure without her, her modeſty, humility 
and good nature recommending her moſt irre- 
ſiſtably to their favour. Their mornings were 
ſpent in ſome improving exerciſes ; their even- 
ings, when free from the reſtraint of compa- 
ny, were alternately employed in rambling the 
beautiful fields, and in little frolicks ſuitable to 
their age and innocence. In theſe amuſement: 
they were encouraged by Mrs. Banſton, though 
ſometimes ſcarcely tolerated by the Papa. 
But their days were not all to be Halcyon 
ones, for Mr. Banſton having many acquain- 
tance in Worceſterſhire, where he had been a 
couple of months upon a viſit, at his return 
acquainted his lady, that he had given one fa- 
mily an invitation to ſpend a fortnight with 
him, and that he ſhould expect them in ten or 
twelve days time. The good woman was 

greatly 2 by this information, and 
| com- 
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complained loudly, that ſhe was not permitted 
to live agreeably to her own inclination, ad- 
ding, that for her part ſne wanted no connexi- 
on with families who had ſo little conſiderati- 
on as to come and take up their reſidence at 
other people's houſes for whole fortnights at a 
time, and wiſhing Mr. Banſton would either 
ſatisfy himſelf with enjoying his friends abroad, 
or procure a large houſe for their entertain- 
ment, ſo as not to diſturb her. To this ha- 
rangue the huſband made no reply, but left 
his lady to cool at leiſure, and went to ſpend 
his evening with the parſon of the pariſh. A 
footman was now diſpatched directly for dame 
Bri ſco, as upon every occaſion of diſcontent her 
company became eflential. The good old wo- 
man liſtened with her uſual attention to Ma- 
dam's new calamity, and having heard. it out, 
took the liberty of recommending patience and 
reſignation to her. You know, Madam, 
ſaid my dame, that Maſter is very. haſty, and 
your not obliging him will but make a great 
diſturbance. A fortnight will ſoon be over, 
and if I can be of any aſſiſtance, I will come 
every day and take orders for marketing, or 
any thing elſe in my power. Perhaps too you 
may like their company, and then the time 
will not paſs ſo diſagreeably.“ 


&« I tell you, dame Briſcoe, replyed the la- 
dy, I hate theſe incumbrances, and it is m=y 


Vor. II. | C har 3 


aA 


f 


55 
4 
i 


| 
: 
dy 


r 


— * 
I ©———_— 
— — — — 


— 
nt ? ” ” * * 

— . — A 

* i nana $2; 0 


26 FAMILY Pic ruREs. 


hard, When I bring nothing of the kind upon 
myſelf, that I muſt be obliged to ſubmit to 
them for others. I would rather have your 


company, added ſhe, than any body's I know ; 
-not but what I would gladly give my neigh- 


bours a diſh of tea, or ſo, but it is horrid to 
be put out of one's way with a heap of folks 


at bed and board ; yet this is always Mr. 


Banſton's manner of proceeding.” 


The genuine eloquence of the old dame at 
length prevailed ſo far, that the offended 
lady conſented to make a virtue of neceſſity, 
and give her huſband's friends a decent re- 
.ception. - 


Great preparations were then began ; every 
window of the houſe was now opened, and 
the light and air let in upon ſome handſome 
furniture that had not been expoſed to either 


for ſome time. Miſs and her brother were 


well enough pleaſed with the thoughts of com- 
pany, but the poor Suſan's heart had ſome un- 
happy forebodings. | 


In a few days a letter arrived, informing 
the head of the family, when and where he 
was to meet his expected viſitants. 


His countenance was brightened at the in- 
ctelligence. A glow of ſatisfaction took ws 
| an 
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and his good humour at dinner was uncom- 
monly great. Charles, ſaid the father, I de- 
fire I may have your company for an hour or 
two this afternoon, as I have ſomething of 
importance to communicate to you.” The 
young gentleman was by no means delighted 
with this requeſt, or rather command, as he 
began to conjecture there was ſome diſagree- 
able news in ſtore for him. He was obliged, 
however, to attend the deſpotick father's plea- 
ſure, and on his ariſing from table, and taking 
his hat, implicitly followed his example and 
ſteps. n 11 


When they were got ata convenient diſtance 
from the houſe, Mr. Ban/ton began to unfold 
the purpoſe of his heart. I think, Charles, 
ſaid he, that now you have attained your 
eighteenth year, and have very little of the 
boy in your appearance ; it cannot be thought 
unſeaſonable to caſt about for an honourable 
and advantageous alliance for you, and a moſt 
fortunate opportunity occurring during my vi- 
ſit with an old acquaintance, I have given the 
young lady's family an invitation to my houſe, 
and expect you will not be deficient on your 
part in improving, and in due time effecting 


the great work I have begun for you. The 


lady's fortune is even at preſent very conſide- 
rable ; beſides which ſhe is preſumptive heireſs 
to a very fine eſtate. You will, therefore, be 

C 2 pre- 
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prepared for the important purpoſe of recom- 
mending yourſelf to her favour.” A kind of 
ague-fit feized the young gentleman on this 
communication; but he was too well acquain- 
ted with the inflexibility of his father's diſ- 
poſition to attempt the leaſt expoſtulation with 
him, or offer the ſmalleſt oppoſition to his will. 
Yet did Su/an, all lovely, humble, and en- 
gaging, preſent herſelf to his imagination, 
while riches, honours and grandeur vaniſhed 
before her, as miſts.are diſpelled by the riſing 
ſun. He ventured, at laſt, to lift up his eyes 
to the arbitrator of his deſtiny, and perceiving 
that he impatiently expected his reply, uttered 
with a ſubmiſſive, but irreſolute tone, that he 
was all obedience. The immediate contrac- 
tion of Mr. Banſton's brow denoted a gather- 
ing ſtorm. © Ungrateful and inſenſible 
wretch, cried he, is this the utmoſt ſenſation 
thy groveling heart is capable of ; this the re- 
turn you make me for my ſollicitude for your 
advancement? Your veins, I find, are replete 
with the mean blood of your mother, not one 
ſpark of my ſpirit being in your whole com- 
poſition ; but mark me well, continued he, 
darting a furious look at the poor diſmayed 
youth, you have but this one alternative in 
your power, viz. either to marry the lady whom 
T have choſe for you, or to turn out, for I will 
-harbour no diſobedient children.” The young 


gentleman would have exculpated himſelt 
| from 
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from every ſuſpicion of intentional offence, 
but the father would not permit him fo much 
as to ſpeak. © Let your actions, ſaid he with: 
the utmoſt ſternneſs, be the teſt of your obe- 
dience; I am not to be impoſed. upon by pro- 
feſſions.” A filence now enſued, the father 
feeling no ſmall mortification from his ſon's 
reception of a propoſal which had infinite 
charms in it for him, and the generous youth 
being tormented with a ſucceſſion of unplea- 
ſing reflections concerning what was ſhortly 
to happen. 


On their arrival at the Parſon's (who was 
Mr. Banſton's oracle) the latter in ſome mea- 
ſure reſumed his wonted good humour ; for 
Mr. Charles, as he was uſually grave, when 
under the obſerving eye of his father, he eſ- 
caped theſe common (and ſometimes both un- 
kind and unſeaſonable) interrogatories with re- 
ſpect to his health, or the cauſe of his 5-102, 


which his father was uſually teaſing with, 
After ſpending a few hours with this An 
and his daughter, they returned upon e 
unſociable terms to their own ha , 
where the chagrin and anxiety. of you . 


Banſton was ſoon diſcovered with an 21 
onate concern by his ſiſter, and occaſio:?d 
the gentle Suſan ſome tender emotions. 
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Miſs Caroline was determined to have a pri- 
vate interview with her brother that evening, 
in order to inform herſelf of the unhappy 
cauſe of his apparent uneaſineſs, and admi- 
niſter every alleviation in her power; for 
which purpoſe, the weather being fine, and 
the ſupper over at an early hour, ſhe requeſt- 
ed his company into the garden. Poor Suſan 
would gladly have attended them ; but her 
maſter had found her ſome trifling, though 
indiſpenſible employment, which obliged her 
to remain behind. 


% Brother, ſaid this amiable lady on their 
entering the garden, I beſeech you to give 
me a part in your preſent diſſatisfaction. 
Something, I am ſure, has happened between 
my -Papa and you this afternoon ; but I hope, 
you do not wiſh to exclude me from the 
knowledge of it.“ | 


* Caroline, returned the young gentleman, 
my father has this day given a moſt unex- 
peed and irreparable wound to my peace. 
You will too ſoon be informed, in what par- 
ticular ; yet why ſhould I attempt to conceal 
the minuteſt circumſtance relative to me from 
a friend and ſiſter, of whoſe attachment and 
affection I have received ſuch ſingular proofs ? 
Know then, that this family we are now in 
expectation of, are not invited here upon a 

Thy com- 
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common viſit ; my father has a proſpect of 
advancing my fortune by ſacrificing me to a 
handſome eſtate and genteel alliance. My 
heart, my ſenſibility are now my greateſt mis- 
fortunes ; for as the one is not to be conſulted 
with reſpect to its inclination, and the other 
cannot be attracted by the gilded pill of am- 
bition, the deprivation of both would be now- 
my greateſt happineſs.“ 
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Miſs Caroline was extremely affected at her 
brother's diſtreſs, but kindly enquired, if he 
knew the choſen lady? He replyed with great 
- earneſtneſs, no, and wiſhed that it were poſſi- 
ble for the knowledge of her to remain for 
; ever as foreign to his heart, as it was at pre- 
ſent. 


. „Then, brother, returned the young la- 
dy, what grounds have you for this great aver- 
ſion and concern? Perhaps on your acquain- 

, tance with her, your duty and inclination 

. may be rendered compatible; for notwith- 

þ ſtanding you are not to be captivated by an 

eſtate, it is not impoſſible, but the lady may 


] both deſerve and engage your affection.“ 

1 

d & And can you, my ſiſter, replyed Mr. 
? Charles, really be blind to my apparent pre- 
n poſſeſſion in favour of an object you equally 
1 approve ? Poverty is but a thin Shade to me- 
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rit in the eyes of the diſintereſted and unaſ- 
piring, how impervious ſoever it may prove 
to the ambitious man; and I leave you to 
judge, from the affection and approbation J 


know you teel for the amiable Suſan, of my 


ſentiments of her, to whom her perſon is alſo 
charming, though in an inferior degree to her 
mind. You may, indeed, lament the impru- 
dence of my mother in caſting ſuch an attrac- 
tion into my way; but you cannot, ſurely, 
blame me for yielding to it.“ | 


«© What you now tell me, returned Caro— 
line, is really an unhappineſs ; for notwith- 
ttanding I cannot diſpute the extraordinary en- 
dowments of my favourite, and could myſelf 
overlook the article of fortune, yet, as that de- 
ficiency will ever be irreconcilable with my 
Papa's way of thinking, I could have wiſhed 
you to have guarded againſt ſuch a misfortune. 
You are ſenſible, ſhe never can be legally 
your's, and I believe your heart incapable of 


every diſhonouravie intention. What then 


could you promiſe to yourſelt from encouraging 
ſuch an inclination ? But as I am unacquainted 
with theſe tender feelings, I confeſs myſelf an 
incompetent judge of them, and can only wiſh, 
that it were poſſible for your reafon to ſubdue 
what it certainly muſt condemn.” 


C Never 
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& Never, never, returned Mr. Banſton, will 
my reaſon condemn me for following its dic- 
tates 3 nor did I expect ſuch a reflection from 
you. The only impropriety you can accuſe me 
of, is the not retaining my heart like a ſheet 
of paper, clear and unimpreſſed, until my 
father ſhould deign to ſtamp an image upon 
it according to his own liking. To what end 
are we then endowed with the property of 
diſtinguiſhing ? From whence is our ſenſibility 
derived, and for what cauſe, it voluntary and 
ſubordinate ? Why ſubject to natural bias and 
untaught reluctance, if ſpontaneous and irre- 
ſiſtable? Why this imputation of undutiful- 
neſs ? becauſe not correſpondent with the opi- 
nion of another. But we will dwell no longer 
upon this ſubject. Preſerve, my dear Caroline, 
the important ſecret with which J have en- 
truſted you, and let my example warn you to 
be conſtantly upon your guard, leſt you ſhould 
incur the condemnation you have caſt upon 
me,” | | 


Miſs Caroline made an attempt to detain her 
brother, as her tenderneſs for him began to 
ſuggeſt to her that ſhe had not treated him 
with that lenity ſhe ought ; but he abruptly 
returned into the parlour, and continued there 
without ever encountering her eyes, until the. 
whole family retired. Suſan had had the ho- 


nour for ſome months of participating her 
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young lady's bed, and ſharing with her every 
ſecret of her heart ; but, to her great ſurpriſe, 
Miſs Caroline opened not her lips to her on 
their retiring, excepting to wiſh her as uſual 
a good night. The poor girl, as fearing ſhe 
had offended, was unable to take the leaſt re- 
poſe ; nor was her young miſtreſs in a ſtate of 
greater ſatisfaction, inſomuch, that the morn- 
ing dawned upon their ſleepleſs eyes, and they 
both aroſe much earlier than their uſual 
cuſtom. | 


Suſan was informed by Mrs. Banſton at 
breakfaſt, that ſhe had provided her an em- 
ployment which ſhe might accompliſh at mo- 
ther Briſco's cottage, to which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
muſt return for the ſucceeding fortnight, as 
they otherwiſe ſhould not be able to accom- 
modate the expected family. “ aſſure you, 
Suſan, continued this lady, I had much rather 
have your company than theirs, and ſhall im- 
patiently wait for the morning that, by clear- 
ing my hands of them, will reſtore you to your 
former ſituation.” | 


Mr. Banſton's features by no means denoted 
his approbation of his lady's declaration, and 
the good girl, with an aching heart, now for 
the firſt time underwent a ſeparation from the 
family, ſince the hour in which ſhe had been 
admitted into it. She went, however, and the 

| | chariot 
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chariot was ordered to be bruſhed up to the 
beſt advantage for its maſter's uſe the enſuing 
afternoon, againſt which the young gentle- 
man was alſo informed that his attendance 
was expected, Miſs had orders likewiſe to 
pay a particular regard to her appearance, and 
Mrs. Banſton aſked with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, what 
commands ſhe was to be honoured with ; 
which ill- natured queſtion Mr. Banſton not- 
withſtanding ſo far ſubdued his ſpirit, as to 
make no inflaming reply to. It had, never- 
theleſs, the deſired effect of diſcompoſing him, 
and he flounced out of the room to the no 
ſmall pleaſure of his lady. 


— . ,,, 


| 


This gentleman in piquing himſelf upon 
his good breeding and complaiſance, was very 
apt to overact his character. It was, indeed, 
his predominant foible, and no wonder t. an, 
that in conſequence of this diſpoſition him.elf 
and his ſon arrived at the appointed rendevous 
four hours earlier than was neceſſary. He, 
however, rather congratulated himſelf than 
murmured at this, as he doubted not but he 
ſhould by theſe means eſtabliſh that reputation 
for civility, politeneſs and good nature, which 
he had layed the foundation of in his laſt viſit 
to Worceſterſhire. 


On the appearance of a coach and fix, which 
he knew to be his friends, this gentleman 


haſtened 
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haſtened with the utmoſt alacrity to be aſſiſt- 
ing to the ladies in their alighting, which of- 
fice he performed with a tolerable grace. His 
ſon was obliged to follow his example, but was 
determined to obſerve a moderate and diſtant 
civility, nor ſuffer his defire of obliging his fa- 
ther to hurry him into a diſhonourable or 
groſs diſſimulation. 


No ſooner were the expeQed viſitants a- 
lighted, than a volley of compliments were in- 
ſtantly exchanged between them, and Mr. 
Banfion made no ſmall parade of his impati- 
ence to meet his friends, which, he ſaid, had 
expoſed him to the neceſſity of paſſing ſome 
dull hours in the houſe where he had waited, 
but added, that they were amply compenſated 
by the happineſs he enjoyed in ſeeing them 
all ſafe arrived, and, he hoped, not over-fa- 
tigued with their journey. 'The young lady 
interfering at that inſtant, declared that ſhe 
was neither ſick nor ſorry, nor did ſhe believe 
it poſſible for her ever to be weary of tra- 
- velling, if ſhe had but agreeable company; 
but, added ſhe, this fick beaſt, turning about 
and hauling at the ſame time a poor little pup- 
py out of the carriage by one leg, has made 
my journey very uncomfortable Mr. Ban- 

on would have relieved her of her charge, 
and expreſſed ſome obliging concern for her 
(as he ſuppoſed) little favourite; but ſhe ſoon 
. gave 
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gave him to underſtand, that ſhe was ſuperior 
to every weak attachment of that kind, and 
only kept the poor animal for the pleaſure of 
tormenting it. It is, ſaid ſhe, Sir, the moſt 
deſpicable little coward I ever met with ; for, 
would you believe it, I only endeavoured to 
promote an engagement between 1t and a mid- 
dle ſized kitten at our laſt baiting, when a 
few of her ladyſhip's attacks, and a blow or 
two which its timidity extorted from me, has 
reduced it to the condition you now ſee it in. 
Here, Dick, ſaid ſhe, calling to a footman, do 
take it out of my ſight.” | 


This affair being adjuſted, Mr. Banſton next 
E preſented his ſon to the ladies, whom he ſa- 
luted with an eaſy politeneſs. Mrs. Bentley 
expreſſed her great approbation of him, ad- 
ding, that if Mr. Banſton had but brought the 
young gentleman with him, when he was laſt 
amongſt them, her ſon Anthony would gladly 
have been of their party, as it was; but that 
ſhe had not been able, notwithſtanding her 
utmoſt endeavours, to perſuade him, that the 
aſſurance of his finding a companion much of 
his own age was any thing more than a de- 
ception; to which Mr. Banſton replyed, that 
if he had foreſeen the diſagreeable conſequence, 
Charles ſhould not have been left behind. 
The Squire then returning from the ſtable 
which he had repaired to almoſt immediately 


On 


s 
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on his alighting, in order to ſee his beloved 
horſes taken due care of, ſhook hands with 
the utmoſt appearance of affection with his 
old friend, and having examined Charles from 
top to toe, declared him with an oath to be a 
clever youth; then addreſſing himſelf, with a 
look of much meaning, to his daughter, he 
aſked her, if ſhe was not of the ſame opinion, 


« Ay, Papa, returned the young lady, you 
are always very unſeaſonable in your queſtions; 
I wiſh you would not addreſs them to me.” 
« Well, well, ſaid the Squire, I ſuppoſe there 
is no harm done, and I'll take care for the fu- 
ture not to wound your extreme nicety, 
though I ſuppoſe, my young maſter is no more 
a ſtranger to his father's intentions, than you 
are to mine; but take your own methods ſo 
long, as my friend Banſton, (again ſhaking his 
hand) your mother and I are agreed; I ſhall 
leave you to your own inventions.“ The fair 
Arabella toſſed. up her head, but diſplayed not 
the leaſt ſenſibility of delicacy in her counte- 
nance. Her cheeks, indeed, ſeemed unaccuſ- 
tomed to bluſhes, and her front unknown to 
ſhame. Her deſtined lover had now an additi- 
onal objection to ſuffering his heart to become 
an apoſtate to its primitive attachment. The 
maſculine girl before him, though handſome, 
was an object of diſguſt, whilſt the idea of the 


gentle, the tender, the delicate Suſan * 
his 


concy 
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his whole heart. How abundantly did he la- 
ment the diſparity of their conditions, and 
with the utmoſt ſincerity wiſh, he could ex- 
change his to him unpleaſing ſtate for that of 
ſome humble ſwain, who withour fear or re- 
ſtraint might entertain that amiable maid with 
the ſoft tale of love, and ſteal upon her inno- 
cent approbation |! In theſe reflections he was 
quite loſt, 'till rouſed by the voice and ſtern- 


ly ſignificant aſpect of his father to other re- 


collections. 


When the ladies and horſes were ſufficient- 
ly refreſhed, the carriages were prepared for 
their laſt ſtage, during which 1t was propoſed 
that the Squire ſhould take his ſeat in the 
chariot, and commit the ladies to the young 
gentleman's care. Theſe changes being eaſi- 
ly adjuſted, the ſociable carriages took their 
deſtined route. | | 


On the road, Miſs Arabella, with that pert 
familiarity which a long acquaintance could 
only authorize, peſtered Mr. Charles Banfton 
with queſtions relative to his fiſter : ſuch as, 
whether ſhe was older or younger than him- 
ſelf; a romp, or a demure being ; fond of 
rambling, or a lover of home, and twenty o- 
ther equally idle and ridiculous enquiries: to 
all which the young gentleman returned very 


conciſe, though ſatisfactory anſwers. . Miſs 


Arabella 
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Arabella found herſelf not a little diſſatisfied 
with her companion's ſerious, though polite 
behaviour, and ſecretly determined never to 
be his wife, unleſs he cleared up moſt ſurpri- 
ſingly ; for why ſhould ſhe ſpend her days with 
a poor ſpiritleſs animal, while there was ano- 
ther man upon earth ? 


The ſtopping of the carriage at Mr. Ban- 
on's houſe was to her a very pleaſing circum- 
ſtance, as ſhe was heartily tired of being couped 
up with a young fellow, who gave her the 
ſpleen. She, however, artfully reſolved to 
conceal her diſapprobation of her father's 
wiſe choice, *till ſhe ſhould be ſo happy, as to 
meet with an opportunity of chooſing for her- 
ſelf. In this reſolution ſhe alighted with all 
the appearance of ſatisfaction on her brow. 


Miſs Banſton received the ladies in a very 
pretty manner ; but her mother abſconded 
for ſome hours, to avoid the confuſion of their 
firſt arrival. Arabella was pleaſed to find ſhe 
had ſo exceedingly the advantage of her new 


acquaintance in perſon ; as for the mental ac- 


compliſhments ſhe was as unqualified to ap- 
prove them, as ſhe was deficient in poſſeſſing 


them. 


Miſs Banſton ſoon perceived the diſſimilarity 


of their diſpoſitions, and hoped ſhe ſhould 2 
| | e 
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be long ſeparated from her much eſteemed 
Suſan, who appeared to her partial, but diſin- 
tereſted view a thouſand times more eligible 
to be her friend and ſiſter (if it had been prac- 
ticable) than this haughty favourite of fortune. 


S Supper being ſerved in, the miſtreſs of the 
& houſe emerged from her concealment, and 
making a few ſilent curtſies to her unwelcome 
& gueſts, vouchſafed to partake of their enter- 
tainments. It was not long, however, before 
ſhe became pleaſed with Mrs. Bentley. Her 
E want of breeding ſhe miſtook for contempt of 
ceremony, her narrow ſentiments for pru- 
dence, and her indelicate wit and propenſity 
Ito ridicule for good humour and ſmartneſs. 


Her ſon and daughter beheld this woman's 
behaviour in a very different light, and found 
Itheir hearts but little affected towards her. 


the glaſs to the general approbation of the 
hole company, except his own children, 
who were incapable of ſuch irrational enjoy- 
ments, 


At twelve they retired to their apartment, 
here Miſs Banſton's chagrin and regret was 
augmented by the mortifying abſence of her 
ſual companion, 

A 


Mr. Banſton's ſelf-conſequence and ſatisfaction 
was unbounded, and he induſtriouſly circulated 
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A fortnight ſoon elapſed in the imagination 
of the pleaſed part of this family, though to 
the diſpleaſed it appeared tedious to an almoſt 
inſupportable degree; at the end of which 
Mrs. Bentley would willingly have yielded to 
the joint importunity of Mr. and Mrs. Banſton, 
in lengthening her viſit, had ſhe not left her 
ſon behind her, who, ſhe was informed, was 
far from being well. This young heir's con- 
ſtitution had been ſo greatly impaired by his 
_ irregular life, the wine and chaſe dividing his 
hours, that it was ſuſpected, he was now ina 
ſpeedy decline. Yet, notwithſtanding the ur- 
gency of his caſe, and the advice of phyſicians, 
he would never ſubmit to the ſlighteſt regimen 
or confinement. 


Mr. Banſton prevailed, however, for Miß 
Arabella's continuance for the ſummer, in 
which time it was heped by the confederate 
parties, that the intended union would take 
place, every preliminary of ſettlements, &c. 
&c. being already adjuſted, and the wedding 
to be celebrated at either of the fathers 
houſes, as might thereafter appear moſt eli 


gible. 


Miſs Caroline was exceedingly mortified at 
Arabella's ſtay, as ſhe feared it would prove 
an impediment to poor Suſan's return; a con. 


ſideration with her of more weight, than even 
he! 
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| her diſlike to the young lady's company and 


converſation. Her apprehenſions on this ac- 


count were happily removed the very day of 


Mr. and Mrs. Bentley's departure, by her mo- 


ther's declaring, ſhe could no longer do with- 
out the girl, and that ſhe ſhould be accom- 


modated by ſome means or other in the houſe 


Jas uſual. 


— 


Miſs Arabella was preſent at this declara- 
ration, and underſtanding that Suſan was ac- 
cuſtomed to ſhare Miſs Banſton's apartment, 
begged ſhe might not prevent her return ; for 
of all things ſhe loved a room to herſelf, and 
ſhould gladly exchange her preſent birth for 
the one her Papa and Mamma had evacu- 
ated, , 


This ungenteel ſpeech was very grateful to 
Miſs Caroline, on her humble friend's ac- 
count, and ſhe propoſed taking an airing that 
very afternoon by dame Briſco's door, in or- 
der to pick up the favourite and re-convey her 
to her uſual habitation. No one oppoſing 
her inclination in this, the chariot was pre- 


pared, and the young ladies ſet forth upon 
their expedition. ; 


Miſs Banſton before hand ordered a ſer- 
vant to call and acquaint Suſan, that ſhe would 
take her home in about an hour. A 

8 
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As they were taking a circle merely for the 
benefit of the air, they were met by a beau- 
iſh young man, who made a reſpectſul bow 
to Miſs Caroline, and caſt a look of admirati- 
on upon the handſome Arabella. Miſs Ban- 
fon recollecting that ſhe had heard her Papa 
mention the day before, that he wanted to 
ſpeak with this perſon, ſhe ordered the car- 
__ to ſtop, and informed him of his de- 
ire. | 


Miſs Arabella was highly taken with the 
bold manly appearance of this ſtranger, and 
immediately on their quitting him, aſked Miß 
Banſton, who he was? The young lady re- 
— that his name was Lelcroft, an Eaſt- 

ndian, and a kind of fteward to her father, 


© Does he live near your houſe, interro- 
gated the inquiſitive Arabella?“ © That 1s 
his habitation, returned Miſs Banſton, direQ- 
ing her to a little box by the road-fide.” 


They then remained filent, until the cha- 
riot ſtopped at dame Briſco's door. Mils 
Banſton was going to alight at the honeſt wo- 
man's requeſt, as ſhe frequently did; but 
Miſs Arabella declared ſhe wanted to return 
immediately, . to write a letter which muſt be 
finiſhed that evening. 


The 
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The good old woman then bid Sſan make 
haſte, that the ladies might not be detained. 
The worthy girl ſoon obeyed her commands, 
and appeared at the chariot- ſide in all her na- 
tive lovelineſs. | 


« Miſs Banſton, ſaid the haughty Arabella, 
I hope you don't mean to incommode your- 
ſelf with this wench this warm evening. She 
looks as if walking would be more natural to 
her, as well as convenient to us, to which ſhe 
added, that ſhe hoped, the cottage-bred dam- 
ſels of Bedfordſhire, were not more de- 
licate than thoſe in her neighbourhood, where 
ſhe never was ſo abſurd as to think a chariot 
neceſſary for their conveyance.” 


Miſs Caroline's good-nature was greatly 
ſhocked at this unexpected ſpeech, and poor 
| Suſan ſtood petrified with mortification and 
amazement. Recovering herſelf, however, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe would walk it with her miſtreſs's 
E permiſſion, and hoped ſhe ſhould reach home 
before dark. 


% Ay, ay, do my good girl, returned the 
imperious Arabella, do exert your utmoſt abi- 
lity upon this occaſion, leſt if night ſhould 
overtake you, you ſhould be terrified with 
thieves or ſpectres.“ Then turning to the 
coachman, “ Drive on, Jobn, ſaid aa 

| all 
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ſhall be late ourſelves, and, perhaps, in a 
much danger as Miſs Roſey.” 


Miſs Banſton was ſo nettled at this rude 
treatment, that ſhe ventured to contradid 
her orders, and, addreſſing the dejected girl 
with the moſt friendly affability, bid her con- 
tinue with her mother *till the morning, and 
then come over both together, as ſhe kney, 
her Mamma would be glad to ſee her mother 
as well as her. She then wiſhed them a good 
night, and bid the ſervant drive home. 


«& J am ſurpriſed, Miſs Banſton, ſaid the 
proud girl, as they were returning home, to 
find you ſo mean-ſpirited, as to put ſuch x | 
home-bred low creature upon a footing with V 
yourſelf. Pray, may I be permitted to aſk, expr: 
of how long continuance this unſuitable ac ¶ brou 
quaintance has been??? | Char 


C Madam, replied Miſs Caroline, Suſan hal diſap 
too much humility to make an improper ut: line 
of my favour ; nor can I conſider my attach twee. 
ment to her as a reflection upon my taſte d to pre 
ſpirit. Never was a worthier heart poſſeſſel¶ poſiti 
by any one, nor do I know a perſon whoſ girl ti 
converſation is ſo grateful to me as her's.” more 


« Obliging Miſs Banſton, returned Mil there 


Arabella with a ſneer, and can ſhe really * her d 
d | verle 
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verſe? It muſt be then in humble ſtrains. I 
ſuppoſe, indeed, ſne can inform you when 


neighbour ſuch- a- one's cow calved, or, per- 


haps, what the good parſon's text was. Well, 


ſincerely, then, you ſhall not chooſe compa- 
nions for me.“ 


Miſs Caroline was reſtrained from replying 
as ſhe wiſhed, by the fear of incurring her 
father's diſpleaſure, if ſhe offended this lady. 
She, therefore, remained ſilent the remain- 
der of their little journey, and Miſs Arabella 
amuſed herſelf with humming over a ſtring of 
jolly noiſy tunes. 


When they reached home, Mrs. Banſton 
expreſſed great concern, that they had not 
brought Suſan along with them, and Maſter 
Charles enquired with a tender ſolicitude, if 
ſhe was well? „Indeed, ſaid Arabella, your 
diſappointment is owing to me. Miſs Caro- 
line would have ſtuffed the creature in be- 
tween us, but I took the liberty to oppoſe it, 
to prevent my being ſtifled, and from the ſup- 
poſition, that 1t was quite as proper for the 
girl to have an exerciſe, ſhe muſt be rather 
more accuſtomed to than a chariot ; but walk- 
ing was deemed unfit for her, I think, and 
therefore your eyes will-not be bleſſed with 
her divine preſence (looking ſpitefully at him, 

and 
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and calling him ſtupid lover) till to-morrow no 
morning.“ ob 

Mrs. Banſton laughed at Miſs Arabella. = 
wit, as ſhe conceived it to be, and acknov. 
ledged herſelf of the ſame opinion ; for this 1 0 
woman's attachments were light as air, and the 
her mind ſucceptible of every new or ill-na- thi 
tured impreſſion, me 

This behaviour of Mrs. Banſton won Mil; 5 
Bentley's heart and ſhe was particularly gay fore 
and lively the whole evening. end 


Miſs and her brother were equally diſl- WW priv 
tisfied with this unfavourable turn in the 
mother's diſpoſition towards an innocent gu, cc 
who had ever before the haughty Miſs Bent loſof 
ley's cruel ridicule been moſt deſervedly eſteem WM hear 
ed by her. The young gentleman entreate WM whic 
his ſiſter would favour him with a quarter o let 
an hour's converſation after the family's re- ¶ or de 
tirement, which requeſt ſhe moſt willing} expe 
complied with. On their being alone, W hat WM fice t 
an unfortunate circumſtance, ſaid the afflictei BI calan 
youth, is the continuance here of this wickel WM horri 
and proud Arabella“ What an unhapp WW longe 
change, my Caroline, will the dear girl find | 
on her return, to be ſubje& to this creature 7 
cruel inſolence, in which you ſee my mothet i dy, ti 
is diſpoſed to encourage her | and neither you this p: 

nor Vo; 
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nor I ſhall be permitted to ſhew her the leaſt 
countenance or kindneſs. I fhall never bear 
to be a witnefs of ſuch injuftice and barba- 
rity.” x 


4 Tam no leſs concerned, my dear bro- 
ther, than you are, returned Miſs Caroline, at 
this unexpected event, nor will the ill-treat- 
ment of that worthy girl be leſs painful to 
me than yourſelf ; but I cannot perceive that 
the evil is to be avoided, and I think, there- 
fore, we ought to ſubmit to it patiently, and 
endeavour to ſoften theſe diſagreeable things 


to the poor ſufferer as much as we can in 
private.” 


loſophy and reſignation are owing to your 
heart's being exempted from the feelings with 
which mine is tortured; nor will I hereafter 
{let the conſequence be ever ſo fatal) flatter 
or deceive my ambitious father with the falſe 
expectation of my becoming a willing ſacri- 
fice to his unnatural will. 1 would ſuffer am 


horrid, depraved being; nor ſhall I be able 
longer to ſhew her any kind of civility.” 


* T-do entreat, brother, ſaid the young la- 
dy, that you will make uſe of your reaſon 'in 


this particular, and leave the event 'to time. 
Vol. II. D It 


« Siſter, ſiſter, ſaid this youth, your phi- 


calamity ſooner than unite myſelf to ſuch a 


7 An 
42 
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If you inflame this cruel and revengeful girl, 
you know not to what lengths ſhe is capable 


of running ; and ſhould my father or mother ; 
have the leaſt ſuſpicion of your attachment to fe 
this poor creature, conſider ſhe alone would th 
be the ſufferer, in being driven like a crimi- di 
nal from our houſe, and, perhaps, expoſing 8 
her reputation to many malicious cenſures. 
Do but reflect, how much ſuch a confequence 
would affect you, 1 
This laſt ſuggeſtion was unanſwerable, and = 
too probable a contingence not to be guarded ex 
againſt. 135 "2 de 
He, therefore, ſubmitted to his ſiſter's bet- = 
ter judgment, and determined to bear this new her! 
affliction with at leaſt the appearance of pa- 
tience. | 7T 
| f crea 
The evening being far advanced, they ſe- ks 


parated ; Miſs Caroline being not a little 
pleaſed with the victory ſhe had obtained 
over her brother's reſentment and haſty re- 


ſolutions. 


The next morning. dame Briſco and her 
lovely charge arrived at Mr. Banſton's before 
breakfaſt. The good woman was apprehen- 
ſive that her favourite would be expoſed to 


many mortifications from this haughty viſitor, 
| N dhe 
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She had, therefore, endeavoured to fortify 
her gentle mind, to ſuſtain every ſuch ſhock 
with meekneſs and humility, as the moſt ef- 
fectual method of defeating her malice, and 
the only means of her riſing ſuperior to the 


diſadvantages- this cruel girl would bring her 
under. 


& So, Suſan, ſaid Mrs. Banſton, on her en- 
tering the parlour, I am informed, you were 
ſullen laſt night, becauſe you were not per- 
mitted to incommode Miſs Bentley. I little 
expected ſuch an air from you, who uſed to 
be ſo humble ; but I find, indulgences are to 
be eſtabliſhed into cuſtoms, and if not always 


continued the object of them can conceive 
herſelf injured.” 


Tears were the only anſwer this innocent 
creature was able to make to this ſevere and 
undeſerved rebuke. " 


© Nay, child, added the humane lady, let 
me ſee no proud tears, but behave better for 
the future. You muſt expect to be remind- 
ed of your duty, whenever you are deficient 


in it. Come, go to your work, and let me 
hear no more of you.“ 


The poor creature's heart was ready to 
burſt with affliQtion at this unmerited beha- 
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. viour of her patroneſs, whoſe ſmiles ſhe had n 
1 ever enjoyed before, and (till this period) 
* her uninterrupted approbation: to be ſunk fi 
; | into. ſuch diſgrace, unconſcious as ſhe was of ce 
„ the commiſſion of any error or default, was 5 
5 | to her young and inexperienced mind a moſt by 
A trying circumſtance. | - 
1 | 
4 She as yet was but a novice to the injuſtice 
= and unkindneſs of the rich ; nor did ſhe ima- 
Ni gine they conceived themſelves licenced to 8¹ 
1 treat their inferiors with accaſional contempt he 
of and. diſregard, (without being occountable for ul, 
R their. actions) merely from their ſuperior poſ- 2 
'h ſeſſions ; that the wind was not more uncer- en 
þ tain than their favqur.; that they were out of lie 
i the reach of expoſtulation, and deaf to con- as 
1 viction; that from their determinations there pli 
4 was no appeal, however diſgracefully or un- ou 
i juſtly they might diſcard their favourites; 
| and that the world was prepared to acquit the 
4 mighty and condemn-the weak, even with- yo 
* out a hearing; that in the ſingle epithet of the 
| rich was comprehended all merit, beauty, lor 
grace, and that conſequently the horrid ſound on 
of poverty conveyed ſentimepts diametrically _ 
. Oppoſite. | 2 


Dame Briſco perceived that Mrs. Banſtor's nig 
countenance was not altogether ſo favourable 
; unto her, as formerly; but pride and reſent- 
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ment being ſtrangers to her honeſt humble 
breaſt, ſhe patiently looked forward to ſome 
future period of returning kindneſs, and very 
conſiderately and opportunely (to ſave Mrs. 
Banſton the trouble of bidding her) offered to 
breakfaſt with the ſervants ; in which-meet- 


ing with no oppoſition, Suſan and ſhe went 
down to the kitchen together. 


The reſt of the family aſſembling, the good 
girl was enquired for, and Miſs Banſton and 
her brother heard with aſtoniſhment of her 
undue humiliation. © Dear Mamma, ſaid Miſs 


Caroline, (preſuming upon her wonted influ- 
ence) is this new order neceſſary? I dare be- 
lieve, Miſs Bentley has ſo much good nature, 
as to have excuſed your not paying her a com- 
pliment that cauſes ſo great an alteration in 
our domeſtic cuſtoms.“ 


Child, returned the inſenſible lady, do 
you think, the girl will either work or live 
the worſe, if our ridiculous kindneſs is in 
ſome meaſure abated? I warrant you, the 
company of my ſervants will do her no harm, 
nor was ſhe born to better expectations than 
the meaneſt of them; beſides I think, ſhe de- 


ſerves ſome puniſhment for her rudeneſs laſt 


night.” 


What is all this? What is all this? inter- 
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rogated Mr. Banſton, (haſtily ſetting down 
his cup and ſaucer) pray let me be made ac- 
quainted with the merits of this cauſe, and I 
will ſoon give an impartial and (looking at 
Miſs Bentley with a ſmile of complaiſance) a 


ſatisfactory verdict.” 


Miſs Arabella ſaid, ſhe had unfortunately 
given Miſs and young Mr. Banſton umbrage 
for only preſuming to oppoſe the little plain- 


worker's being brought over laſt night in the 
chariot with her. She added, that ſhe muſt 


_ confeſs, ſhe was not aware of the conſequence 


of her preſumption, which had really been ſo 
fatal as to offend her young friends, and ex- 


poſe her to the reſentment of the little cot- 


tager. 


How, ſaid Mr. Banſton, (his features ſwel- 
ling with rage and choler,) have you two dared 
to eſpouſe a pert girl's cauſe, in oppoſition to 
the ſentiments of this young lady ? Do you 
imagine, that ſhe has been accuſtomed to ſuch 
mean companions, and truly, when ſhe con- 
deſcends to make you ſenſible of the impropri- 
ety of your behaviour, you muſt affront her for 
that little inſinuating ſlut, who ſhall out of 
my houſe directly? So ſhall you too, looking 
ſternly at each of his children, if I ever hear, 
you are guilty of ſuch a breach of good man- 
ners again.“ 


«© Dear 
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e Dear Sir, ſaid Miſs Arabella, do not let 
me occaſion ſuch a buſtle, or deprive this lit- 
tle mortal of the happineſs ſhe has been ac- 
cuſtomed to enjoy. It is certainly better, my 
Papa ſhould be acquainted with my deſire to 
return. home, as I ſhall, undoubtedly, be con- 
ſidered hereafter as the ſewer of diſcord in 
your family, if I ſhould continue.“ 


This ſpeech had the deſired effect, by add- 
ing fuel to the natural fire of Mr. Banſton's 
diſpoſition, and it was with much difficulty 
he reſtrained himſelf from giving his ſon and 
daughter the moſt palpable proofs of his high 
diſpleaſure. | 

They were commanded, however, to their 
reſpective apartments, and forbid to appear 
again, till they ſhould be ſent for to beg Miſs 
Bentley's pardon. 


The good dame was then ordered into the 
parlour, and heardabundance of heavy charges 
againſt the innocent Suſan, ſuch as ingrati- 
tude, pride, and inſolence, and was told, that 
ſhe ſhould not continue any longer in the fa- 
mily ; but that in conſideration of the kind- 
neſs they bore her, ſhe ſhould ſtill be employ- 
ed in working for them, only that ſhe her- 
ſelf muſt come, and take their directions, 
and deliver whatever her daughter completed, 
| D 4 it 
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it being determined, that the 2 huſſy 
ſhould never more be admitted into their 
houſe. 


This ſevere ſentence was communicated with 
much reluctance by the good woman to the 

unfortunate girl, who received it with horror 
and amazement, and quitted this abode with 
an almoſt equal regret to that of our grand 
parents, when for ever baniſhed the bliſsful 
garden. 


Miſs Arabella exulted in theſe proofs of her 
power, and conſequently was too hardened to 
feel the leaſt pity or remorſe for the perſon 
whoſe deſtruction ſhe was ſo induſtriouſly ac- 
complithing ; nor did ſhe even offer to obtain 
the leaſt mitigation of the unjuſt puniſhment, 
derived by her means on this injured crea- 
ture, who departed with her mother in a few 
moments, labouring under a depreſſure of 


heart much more eaſy to. be conceived than 
deſcribed. - 


The honeſt woman endeavoured to ſooth 
her dejected companion with aſſurances of 
her conſtant attachment to her, and that ſhe 
was well convinced of her blameleſs conduQt. 
She obſerved, that when people had a clear 
conſcience, they had every thing, and that 
ſhe muſt not be caſt down by the changea- 

bleneſs 


FAMILY PiCTURES. 57 


bleneſs of gentlefolks humour; for that it was 
uſual for them, to like one day and diſlike the 
the next, without knowing why they did ei- 
ther. She added, that their friendſhip for 
that proud Miſs was too hot to hold long, 
and that ſhe, perhaps, would be reſtored to 
favour, when ſhe leaſt expected it, by their 
all falling to pieces ſoon ; that Miſs and Ma- 
ſter (God love them) were good creatures, 
and muſt have it in their power ſome time or 
other, to do as they pleaſed; that there was 
no want of money, which muſt be theirs, 
when the old gentlefolks could keep it no 
longer, and nobody could tell, what might 
happen, if people would have but patience. 


Thus chear'd ſhe this poor girl, and ſhe was 
chear'd. 


Her imagination caught a ray of hope from 
that inſinuation of her dame's, that time, by 
evincing the irreproachableneſs of her beha- 


viour, might obtain a re- eſtabliſnment for 
her. 


She, therefore, wiped away a few tender 
tokens of concern which involuntarily ſtole 
down her cheeks, and not only with patient 
ſubmiſſion, but even a kind of melancholy 
ſatisfaction, accompanied this maternal friend 
to her homely cot. | 

D 5 Miſs 
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Miſs Banſton and her brother were igno- 
rant for ſome time of theſe proceedings, not 
being permitted to make their appearance 


that day, as Miſs Arabella vouchſafed not to 


make the leaſt interceſſion for them, or gra- 
ciouſly to offer then her pardon. 


Thefather, indeed, was piqued in his heart 


at her indifference, but was more incenſed a- 
gainſt his ſon, as it was beyond a doubt with 
him, that if the young man had properly im- 
proved the many opportunities he had had of 
recommending himſelf to this lady's favour, 
ſhe never would have ſhewn ſuch refentment 
and negle& of him. 


Miſs Caroline being a general favourite with 
the ſervants, and Miſs Arabella quite the re- 
verſe, though in the particular of reducing 
Suſan to their levels, they were far from dil- 
approving of her conduct, yet as ſhe often 
occaſioned them a good deal of uneaſineſs, 
they took the liberty ſometimes of ſaying to 
their miſtreſs on her making her uſual morn- 
ing-vifits into the kitchen, that Miſs Bentley 
not Mr, mag nw commanded in that houſe, 
adding, the Lord have mercy upon them, if 
ever they offended her; for if ſhe had the 
power of confining their maſter's ſon and 
daughter, they could have but little favour to 


expect. | 
| | 'The 
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The good woman (liſtened with great at- 
tention to this curious harangue, and did not 
entirely diſſent from their opinion. To be 
ſure, ſhe ſaid, it was very wrong of Caroline 
to attempt to ſqueeze a lady for ſuch a trum- 
pery girl as Suſan; but that ſhe thought, 
there was no neceſſity for all that violent bu- 
ſtle Mr. Banſton had made, but he was all — 
and tow, and ſoon ſet 1 in a blaze.” 


cc Suppoſe, Madam, ſaid a fl Cats has: 
cook, you were yourſelf to * this fine 
lady, I wonder how Maſter would behave 
then; you muſt beg her ae too, without 
doubt.” 


« No, no, Mary, returned the Miſtreſs, 
with ſome warmth, and the blood, as it were, 
ominouſly mounting into her. cheeks, I never 
ſhould do that, I aſſure you; nay, what is 
more, between you and I, though ſhe is very 
comical, and can be good company, when ſhe 
pleaſes, yet I wiſh with all my heart ſhe had 
trooped with her relations, that we might . 
had none of theſe diſturbances.“ 


By this time the beautiful tyrant had deſ- 
cended from her apartment, and not finding 
Mrs. Ban 1490 in the parlour, had the hu- 
mility to deſcend into the lower regions, there 

to ſearch for her. 
| * Lord 
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«© Lord Madam, ſaid ſhe on entering the 
kitchen, one is always ſure to find you here, 
I cannot conceive how a woman of your for- 
tune can take any amuſement in ſuch a place 
as this,” (looking round her with an air of 
_ contempt.) p77 


« We are not all, Miſs, returned Mrs, 
Banſton very coldly, of one mind, any more 
than we have all one face. I like it, or I 
ſhould not do it. We have every one our 


particularities in ſomething, and this you ſee 
1s mine.” 


„ Your hobby-horſe then, Madam, ſaid 
Miſs Arabella with much pertneſs, 1s a very 
wretched one.“ © 


« don't know, what you mean, Miſs, re- 
plied Mrs. Banſton, nettled ſhe knew not 
why, ; but I muſt be free, though I chooſe 
to come into my kitchen myſelf, I do not 
love to ſee company there, and am coming 


up into the parlour as ſoon as the tea kettle 
boils.” | 


Miſs Arabella laughed, but made no reply, 
and took herſelf up ſtairs directly, where ſhe 
had the ſatisfaction to find Mr. Banſton, „1 
believe, faid ſhe, Sir, I have committed trea- 
fon againſt the little empreſs of theſe terri- 

„„ tories.” 
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ritories.” She then related the converſation 
ſhe had had with his wife, and the good 
gentleman joined in her mirth outwardly, but 
inwardly was not a little vexed at her himſelf. 


The lady mother ſoon emerged from her 
beloved retreat, followed by the toot-boy with 
a large tea-board full of tea-equipage, and on 
his ſetting it down, . Tell your young ma- 
ſter and miſtreſs, ſaid ſhe, to come to break- 
faſt.” 


Mr. Banſton rubbed his face, while Miſs 
Arabella ſneeringly ſmiled, and the little gen- 
tlewoman, toſſing her head with no ſmall 
meaning, took her chair 1n ſilence. 


Miſs Caroline came down with trembling 
ſteps, expecting a rough ſalutation, but was 
agreeably ſurpriſed on opening the parlour- 
door, to hear her mother in a friendly ac- 
cent accoſt her with“ Come child, come, 
we are quite ready for you; where is your 
brother ?” Miſs Caroline curteſied to Miſs 
Arabella who juft vouchſafed her a haughty 
nod, and her Papa took no other notice of 
her than moving his chair, to make room 
for her, which with him was far from being 
an unfavourable ſymptom. 


Mrs. Banſton quite impatient to complete 
| what 
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what ſhe had begun, aſked a ſecond time, 
«© Where is Charles?” but before any reply 
could be made her, he appeared with a diſ- 
compoſed, though not very meek aſpe&t. 


6 Why, Charles, ſaid his mother, you look 
this morning as if you had neither won nor 
loſt.”? 


„Jam not, Madam, indeed, replied the 
young gentleman, by any means a winner; 
how great a loſer I may be, I cannot tell.” 


The father frowned, the mother laughed, 
the viſitor bridled, Miſs Caroline trembled, 
and the youth only was unaffected and un- 


moved. 


Mr. Letcreft arriving, before this dull break- 
faſt was half over, he was ordered into the 


. parlour, and invited to a participation of their 


repaſt, which he declined with much affeQa- 
tion and foppiſh parade. | 


Miſs Arabella's countenance was no longer 
overſpread with the gloom of diſpleaſure, but 
ſeemed enlightened with peculiar charms 
and graces. The object before her ap- 


peared in her eyes a worthy conqueſt, and 


as he gave evident proofs of great elocuti- 


on, ſhe fancied ſhe ſhould find him a very 
: | 85 different 


F 
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different -lover to that her father had choſe 
for her. | 

The young fellow indeed was vain, incon- 
ſiderate, and enterpriſing, and had long flat- 
tered himſelf, that his fine perſon and ad- 
dreſs would infallibly recommend him to ſome 
woman of fortune. Such a coxcomb, there- 
fore, could not fail of interpreting the kind 
glances of Miſs Arabella into marks of ap- 
probation ; nor was his vanity at all miſtaken 
on the occaſion. He read his happy deſtiny 
in her eyes, and promiſed himſelf, he ſhould 
reap no ſmall advantage from this lady's fa- 
your, could he but gain admittance to her. 


Miſs played off her artillery againſt him a 
thouſand ways, and the young man took his 
leave with a ſcheming head and heart, ſecret- 


ly promiſing himſelf not to be long befoe he 
renewed his viſit. 


4 


Miſs Banſton ſoon learnt the fate of her 
unhappy favourite, which ſhe communicated 


to her brother, and they condoled each other 
upon it. 


The young lady's humanity, however, ſug- 
geſted to her, that, though ſhe had not the 
power to repeal the worthy girPs baniſhment, 
ſhe had the means of ſoftening it, by giving 

| | er 
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her ſome re. aſſurance of her unabated friend- 
ſhip. This thought ſhe likewiſe imparted to 
Mr. Charles, who applauded her kind reſo— 
lution, and would gladly have followed her 
example. | | 


« Acquaint her, ſaid he, my ſiſter, with 
the continuance of my beſt withes ; and were 
ou to add, ſaid he ſighing, that it is neither 
in the power of time, accident or circum- 
ſtance, to eraſe the tender impreſſion her ami- 
able perſon and mind has made upon my heart, 
you would but do me juſtice.” 


Miſs Banſton then caſt about for a ſafe con- 
veyance for this _ of her friendſhip, as 
ſhe was ſenſible, if ſhe was detected in a 
clandeſtine correſpondence with the diſgraced 
maid ſhe ſhould be conſidered as highly cul- 
pable. It occurred to her, that, as ſhe was 
perfectly reſtored to her Mamma's favour, 
the ſhould not be long before ſhe had an op- 
portunity of encloſing a letter in the work 
prepared for the poor creature. She, there- 
tore, determined to provide an epiſtle, and 
truſt to chance for the reſt, accordingly ſhe 
wrote the following lines. 


I hope, 
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| Hope, my dear girl will keep up her ſpi- 
rits, notwithſtanding the recent mortifi- 
cation and ill-treatment ſhe has met with, 
as the conſciouſneſs of well-doing and weli-- 
meriting is a ſupport out of the reach of 
pride, ill-nature or cruelty, How much 
your abſence is regretted by me, your own 
feelings can beſt inform you, as I believe, 
the interruption of our friendly and affec-- 
tionate connection will affect you more than 
any other circumſtance or conſideration; 
but conſider, that, as events are ſo uncer-- 
tain, an agreeable turn may ſucceed to our 
preſent diſagreeable one, and that our en- 
joyment of each other's company may re- 
ceive an augmentation from this little ſepa- 
ration, 


© I muſt confeſs, that I was ignorant of the 
ſtrength of my attachment to you until this 
unexpected accident; nor were your merit 
and amiable qualifications ſo juſtly eſtimated 
by me, as I now find they ought to have been. 
Then, for my ſake, my valuable girl, I 
conjure you to take care of yourſelf in eve- 
ry reſpe&, and let us, by a patient ſubmiſ- 


ſion to my parents preſent will, defeat the 


little malice of the cruel author of it. 


My brother deſires me to aſſure you of his 
eſteem and ſincere wiſhes for a reſtoration 
| © to 
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you deſervedly enjoyed amongſt us; 


K M = a 


ſincerity, add mine. 


ſelf, to live in patient expectation of better 
days, and rely upon our unabated and. unal- 


terable friendſhip. 


AAA AAA SG a 


I am, 
My dear girl, 
Your's affe&ionately, 


C. B. 


Suſan 


to that countenance, favour and happineſs 
to 
which I, with an unfeigned and heart-felt 


My mother is become as kind to me ay 
uſual, and I dare engage, that you may ven- 
ture, without any hazard of detection, to 
encloſe me an account of your preſent ſitu- 
ation, only cautioning my.dame to deliver 
the bundle into my hands. Give me the 
ſatisfactory aſſurance, that you will. comply 
with the united requeſt of Charles and my- 
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Suſan was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed by this 
token of her young lady's efteem, of which 
me had not the leaſt expectation. It contri- 
buted not a little to the alleviation of her con- 
cern, and the mention of young Mr. Banſton's 
good wiſhes was to her moſt ſalutary and re- 
Wviving. I ſhould be highly blameable, ſaid 
me, after having peruſed the pleaſing contents, 
Es well as ungrateful, if I were not to comply 
with my dear young miſtreſs's kind injunction. 
My heart is, indeed, artleſs and inexperienced, 
Put perfectly ſuſceptible of gratitude, friend- 
Whip and affection, and though I am ignorant 
Jof thoſe bad practices of the world, deceit and 
Injuſtice, yet I am truely ſenſible of the worth 
pf their oppoſite virtues. I will, therefore, 
give my young lady a faithful account of the 
Natisfaction IJ have received from her conde- 
Wcenſion and goodneſs, and that her commands 
all be punctually obeyed ; but that I will 
Continue to cheriſh an humble hope of being 


1 


* 


Weſtored to happineſs and her. Yet, alas! 
Waid ſhe, from a gentle emotion ſhe then felt 
In her boſom, in what manner can I expreſs 
y acknowledgments for my young maſter's 
indneſs, without either being too cold or too 
varm in my expreſſions? Were I upon this 
ccaſion to follow the ingenious dictates of my 
peart, I could with pleaſure fill whole ſheets 
vith his praiſes ; but it muſt not be.“ 

| After 


* 


* 

4 * 
3 * 
120 


j 


68 FAMILY PicruREs. 


- After ſome heſitation, ſhe provided herſelf 
with proper. implements for returning her 
humble thanks to her young lady, whom ſhe 
addreſſed in the following terms. 


Honoured Madam, 


1 Am incapable of expreſſing the gratefil 
and happy ſentiments, with which you 
condeſcending letter has inſpired me. It wa 
all I could either. wiſh or want, to reconcile 
me to a fate (however ſevere in itſelf or un- 
juſtly incurred), at this juncture inevitable 
Believe me, my good Madam, that, as i 
© was ever my delight to obey your kind com. 
” mands in my happieſt days, I ſhall. with no 
© leſs willingneſs, in my fallen ſtate, adopt 


S 


them as my rulę of action. My good dame 
F'redaubled- tenderneſs, and the injunQion 


with which you have honoured me, will en 
* tirely diſpel every mortifying reflection from 
my heart, and, in exchange, furniſh me with 
happy expectations. 


J am extremely glad to hear that your 
Mamma's wrath is appeaſed towards you; 
and when once I can receive the agreeabl: 
information of my being no longer the in. 
" nocent interrupter of your family-peace, | 


ſhall fit down quite ſatisfied. 


a © 


„ 


0 My 


os 
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My humble acknowledgments attend my 
young maſter for his kind wiſhes, and per- 
© mit me to aſſure you, that you ſhall never 
© have reaſon to repent your condeſcenſion 
and goodneſs to a poor deſtitute and obſcure 
creature, if continual gratitude, and faithful 
devotion to your ſervice, can compenſate 
the honour and happineſs you have confer- 
red upon, 


«a 2. 


Madam, 
Your dutiful and reſpectful ſervant, 
. * 7 


This letter was conveyed in the method ap- 
pointed to the hands of Miſs Banſton, who was 
greatly pleaſed with her friend's reſignation, 
and imparted the contents to her brother for 
his ſatisfaction. 3 1 


Whilſt this innocent correſpondence was 
carried on by Miſs Caroline and her beloved 
Suſan, another correſpondence of a very dif- 
terent nature was commenced by the haughty 
and indiſcreet Miſs Bentley. Mr. Letcroft, in 
conformity to His reſolutions already menti- 
oned, had repeated his viſits at Mr. Banſton's 
on various pretences, until he believed he had 
received ſufficient encouragement from Ara- 
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bella to begin an epiſtolary attack, and having 
conſulted a variety of authors for a ſuitable ad. 
dreſs, he ſcimmed the cream of them all, and, 
being ſupported by an inconceivable ſhare f 
vanity and ſelf-ſufficientcy, with much inward 
approbation committed his exalted ſentiment 
to paper, as follows : 


Moſt adorable Lady, 


F a wretch of ſuch inferiority to your 
tranſcendant merit and ſuperlative ad. 
vantages of fortune, as I moſt ſenſibly feel 
myſelt to be, may be indulged with your 
gracious and, condeſcending permiſſion for 
thus preſumptuouſly addreſſing you, I hal 
have attained the ſummit of my ambitiou 
wiſhes. | | 


VVV 


- © Impute my inability, to ſpeak you what 
© you are, to the ſuperabundance of my adml- 
© ration, though utterly as unable to have ſup- 
« preſſed the audacious confeſſion of my being 
© moſt irreſiſtably captivated by your reſplen- 
© dent charms. 


© Should theſe. few contemptible and inſuf 
ficient lines have the ſuperlative good for- 
tune to meet with favour in your auſpicious 
2 I ſhould be the happieſt of mortals 


For my circumſtances, though e 
© al 


c 
c 
. 
c 
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and deſpicable, I am confident, they never 
will, by a lady of your unlimited generoſity, 
be imputed to me as a crime, ſince it is a 
misfortune commonly incidental to men of 
merit? My birth, I will be bold to ſay, is 
* unexceptionable, and were you capable of 
© beſtowing the minuteſt favour upon me, 
« your humble ſlave, my deepeſt gratitude, 
© ſublimeſt regard and profoundeſt ſubmiſſion 
* ſhould be the offering, to be always preſent- 
ed at the ſhrine of your beauty. 


. 


I am, 
With the moſt extatick devotion, 
Madam, 
Your unchangeable admirer, 


Sam. Leicroft. 


This extraordinary billet was delivered to 
the young lady, by a countryman properly in- 
ſtructed, in one of her morning rambles ; for 
ſhe had affected ſolitude and private walks, 
from the time her heart firſt received this no- 
table impreſſion. The contents were highly 
grateful to her vanity, and ſhe convinced the 
author by the kindeſt looks at their next 
interview at Mr. Banſton's, that he had per- 

fectly 


FAMILY PICTURES. 


with any more. 


fectly ſucceeded in his attempt to obtain her 
Many epiftles of a ſimilar ſtyle and 
nature with the preceding one were conveyed 
to this fair one in the heroic manner above- 
mentioned; but as the ſpecimen we have al. 
ready inſerted, will give our readers a ſuffici- 
ent idea of them, we fhall not trouble them 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that 
Miſs Arabella was ſo far won by this Quixot' 
adoration, that this correſpondence was ſoon 
productive of an aſſignation, that aſfignation of 
others, and thoſe again of vows, oaths, and all 
the atteſtations of love, which were at length 
improved into an abſolute agreement of uni 
ting their fates. 


This reſolution being taken, it was ſoon al- 
ter accompliſhed, in the manner that ſhall be 
unfolded. Miſs Arabella and her happy ſwan 
having both paſſed the period enacted by the 
legilature for rendering ſuch tranſactions va. 
lid, it was agreed that a ſpecial licence ſhould 
be procured, which done, the day was fixed, 
and the ſcheme having been previouſly con- 
certed between them of Miſs's elopement for 
a few hours, the courageous lady punQually 
attended the irreſiſtable Mr. Letcroſt to the 
pariſh-church, where the ceremony was per. 
formed by a young divine, (who had obtained | 
leave from the rector to marry a friend of hi: 
there, without revealing their name 


8,) for 


which 
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which excellent ſervice he obtained a hand- 
ſome gratuity. The ceremony over, the hap- 
py pair ſpent a ſhort time after together at a 
farm-houſe, and then returned to Mr. Banſton's 
with as hardened a countenance, as if nothing 
had happened. Whilſt the dinner was upon 
the table, the poſt arrived, and two letters 
brought in, one for Mr. Banſton, the other 
for Arabella. They ſeverally contained an ac- 
count of her brother's death, at which ſhe 
ſeemed far from being ſhocked, as ſhe ſaid, 


& no other could be expected from the drun- 
ken life he led.“ 


Mr. Banſton continued very thoughtful the 
reſt of the day, occaſioned by this lady's addi- 
tional fortune, and her father's enquiries, whe- 
ther the young folks were not impatient to 
change their conditions. Some company he 
had engaged to ſpend the afternoon with him, 
delivered his ſon from an immediate ſevere 
perſecution, and, perhaps, total reprobation 
of his father; and the ſucceeding letter of Su- 
fan's to Miſs Banſton prepared to ward every 
bad conſequence, when he was attacked. 
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Honoured Madam, x 
6 
1 Think myſelf bound to inform you, that c 
Miſs Bentley was this morning married p 
to Mr. Letcroft at our pariſh-church. You 95 
know, the clerk is a relation of my mother's, c 
to whom he communicated the news in con- 
fidence, (being bribed to ſecrecy by a fee of 
a couple of guineas,) and ſhe permitted me 
to make you acquainted with it. 
© I muſt acknowledge, I am far from being 
concerned at this event, as I am tempted 
to flatter myſelf, it will make an opening \ 
for me with your Mamma: yet I ſhould be WW ;... 
incapable of this ſelfiſh joy, did T apprehend gre: 
that the lady's unſuitable choice would be nit 
productive of any unhappy conſequence to both 
her; but as I believe Mr. Letcroft to be both ¶ and 
an honeſt and (notwithſtanding his vanity Wl tisf,, 
and ſelf- love) a govd-natured man, and her inex 
relations fondneſs for her ſo extenſive, a3 from 
not to admit a doubt of her being forgiven, ¶ prev. 
I do again acknowledge, I rejoice at it, as ther 
© ſhe will be removed thereby from a family, Wy jc 
< where her own diſpoſition excluded her from | 
© the pleaſures ſhe might have enjoyed in the T} 
« friendſhip and converſation of my young ceive. 
© miſtreſs. As for the part ſhe ed with Witten, 
* reſpe& to me, I have not only forgiven, but either 
*< excuſe her for it, youth and proſperity having 


d bet 


6 ren- 
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rendered her too vain to be ſenſible of, or 
compaſſionate with regard to misfortunes 
ſhe cannot feel. May you, Madam, be ex- 
empt from every blame and mortification on 
this account, and it will greatly contribute 
to the happineſs and tranquility of, 


. 


Honoured Madam, 
Vour dutiful and humble ſervant, 


S. B. 


Miſs Banſton's joy and aſtoniſnment on 
reading this well-timed letter were equally 
great, and ſhe impatiently ſought an opportu- 
nity of giving her brother a participation of 
both. It was not long before ſhe ſucceeded, 
and the young gentleman's exultation and ſa- 
tisfaction at this unexpected deliverance was 
inexpreſſible. His ſiſter kindly cautioned him 
from a too great appearance of felicity, to 
prevent all ſuſpicion, and this affectionate bro- 
ther and ſiſter enjoyed a repoſe that night to 
g which they had for ſome time been ſtrangers. 


The next morning Mr. Charles Banſton re- 
ceived an early fummons from his father to 
attend him, which he accordingly did without 

ther fear or diſmay. As ſoon as he appear- 
d before him, Never was man, ſaid the fa- 
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ther, (perceiving his approach) ſo unhappy as 
I am, to have ſo good a proſpect of aggran- 
diſing my family in a moſt deſirable and flat- 
tering degree, and to be plagued with ſuch a 
perverſe untractable puppy, as you are: (then 
exalting his voice) I have now ſent for you, to 
bring matters to a criſis ; therefore anſwer me 
without evaſion or prevarication, are you wil- 
ling to marry this lady, or have you prepared 
for your immediate decampment ? for if you 
have the preſumption to be refractory to my 
will, I renounce you for ever.“ 


6“ Sir, replyed the young gentleman with 
an honeſt diſſimulation, you may remember, 
I aſſured you of my obedience to your plea- 
ſure on your firſt communication of your proſ- 
pect with reſpect to this lady. I will now 
venture to acknowledge, I then felt a reluctance 
to it; but time and reflection have removed 
all my objections, and I am ready to receive 
Miſs Bentley's hand, whenever ſhe ſhall be 
pleaſed to beſtow it upon me.“ | 


Mr. Banſton's brow was immediate 
ſmoothed, and his accent ſoftened. Well, 


ſaid he, Charles, this behaviour of yours | 
highly agreeable to me, and you cannot won. 
der at my being offended at even the bare ſul- 
Picion of finding you averſe to ſuch an advan- 
tageous connection. I can now write 5 " 

| rien 
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friend with a good grace, and give you a re- 
ſpite of three months, before you aſſume the 
matrimonial yoke, in which time, J hope, the 
young lady's conſent will be obtained. You 
may go, therefore, Charles, added he with a 
look of approbation ; I have a little buſineſs 
to tranſact, and have nothing farther to wiſh 
or propoſe with reſpect to you.” 


The father and ſon parted at this juncture 
with mutual ſatisfaction and ſelf-congratulati- 
on. Mr. Banſton was immediately ſtruck with 
the many grateful ſcenes of grandeur and wealth 
that preſented themſelves to his view, and ex- 
ulted not a little on the ſucceſs of his ambitious 
ſchemes. On the other hand, the unaſpiring 
heart of the poor young gentleman felt the 
higheſt felicity in anticipating thatlong wiſhed- 
for event of the little cottager's return, Miſs 
Caroline was no leſs happy on having the par- 

ticulars of her father's and brother's interview 
related to her. 

A month paſſed away, without one advance 
being made for poor Suſan's return, when 
Miſs Caroline preſumed to mention her in fa- 
vourable terms to her mother, who, as ſhe 
had been offended without a cauſe, was now 
again as ſoon pleaſed without a reaſon, and 
ſaid, “ ſhe was willing to admit her again up- 
on the very footing on which ſhe had former- 
ly been; but they were ſoon convinced, that 
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diſpleaſure did not ſo lightly paſs out of the 
mind of Mr. Banſton, for no ſooner was her 


name mentioned to him, though with no im- 


mediate propoſition in her favour, than the fu- 
rious gentleman broke out into as violent in- 
vectives againſt her, as if ſhe had given him 
ſome flagrant offence that very hour. 


Thus were all the flattering hopes of Miſs 
and young Mr. Ban/lon totally defeated to the 
great concern and unhappineſs of both. Mr. 
Charles ſunk into viſible dejection and deſpon- 
dence on being thus unexpeCtedly deprived of 
his only ſupport, and his affectionate ſiſter 
ſoon trembled, leſt the conſequence ſhould be 
fatal to his health. Such, however, was her 
tender conſideration for Suſan's repoſe, that 
ſhe avoided communicating this unhappy news 
to her. 'The young gentleman alſo forbore 
complaint, even to his ſiſter; but at laſt he 
came to a reſolution to conceal no longer ei- 
ther his ſentiments or uneaſineſs from the dear 
girl herſelf, hoping to prevail upon her gen- 
tle heart to acknowledge a ſenſibility for him, 
that might hereafter be matured into love. 
This, he perſuaded himſelf, would be a per- 
fe& conſolation to him, and reconcile him to 
her abſence, beyond every other remedy. He 
ſoon, therefore, made the experiment, by en- 
cloſing in one of his ſiſter's letters, which ſhe 


had entruſted him to ſeal, theſe few words. 
© Suſan 
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USAN BRISCO, if the will imparti- 


ally conſider her own merits, cannot be 
ſurpriſed at having engaged the utmoſt af- 


fection and friendſhip of Charles Banſton. 
This tender confeſſion he would not have 
ſo long concealed, but from the apprehenſi- 


on of excluding himſelf from that unreſer- 


ved and candid familiarity, to which, by his 


ſiſter's means, in their days of happineſs and 
peace he was admitted ; but as now thoſe 
bliſsful days are never more to return, and, 


by the rigid ſeverity of undiſtinguiſhing and 


unjuſt judges, he is deprived of every oppor- 
tunity of converſing with her, he could no 


longer reſiſt the impulſes of his affection, 
which prompted him to take this method of 
ſoliciting a correſpondence with her, as in- 
nocent as that his ſiſter enjoyed. 


Mr. Charles Banſton, from a conviction 
of the purity of his beloved Suſan's heart, 
would not even wound her with profeſſions 
of the honour and propriety of his intenti- 
ons towards her, as he thinks it impoſſible 
for the moſt depraved imagination to ſug- 
geſt a diſhonourable wiſh concerning her. 
He hopes, therefore, ſhe will not think it an 
indecorum, unworthy of her, to permit him 
to have this innocent and happy intercourſe 
with her, nor be averſe to diſcovering her 
genuine ſentiments of a man incapable of 

E 4 making 


. 


— 
— a 


. 
q 
1 l 
1 
. 
" 
m 
_— , 
„ . 
F * 
= 8 
. 
* 
21 
oy 1 » 
ISL 
45 
d 17 
, 
£4 
1 
7 
! 
* I, 
1454 
. 5 
$4 
' 4 
0 
N Lak 
4 
* U 
. "4 4 
= 1 
os Gol 1 
0 71. 1 
. 1 8 
i n 
, 3 
i * 
1 #2 
. , > 
: 1 / I 
© * * » 
ls 14/7 in 
} 
F;. * 13 
11 $. 7 „ 
. . 
"I 171 
ö * 3 
<E 
: i158 l 
4 * 
- 4.5 
wh. 4 
= 
1 l 8 * 4 
7 Li 4 
. 7 * 
„ * ! 
$ 8 
. 1 
; 1 
4 . 
ed! 
* > * 
* 
' . 
3 » 
lf | T 
* 
1045 
* A l af 
fl . 1 
1 
63 ll 
l «147 
BY. 4 
. . +3 (14 
14 
' * 7 
1 
7 
| 1 fd 1 
. . 7 U 
| 187 FP 
0 * * 


— 
3 o 
N 1 
— * 
__ oy \ 
— 4 1 
ado 
rn —_— 


. 

ba . - q 

— 4 — - 
— — 

pgs * — * 

— — 

* by 4 — 
— 


80 Family PicTUuREs. 


able acknowledgments that her gentle 
heart, from a compaſſionate conſideration 


for the repoſe of a friend, can induce her to 
make.“ 


a K «a K „ 


Suſan's heart underwent a moſt unuſual. 


perturbation on reading this letter, which ſhe 
well knew was the hand of her young maſter, 
A tumult of pafſions ſoon roſe in her ſoul. 
Love, honour, juſtice, gratitude and deco- 
rum, all prevailing by turns, at length honour 
and gratitude to her dear young miſtreſs be- 
came predominant, and ſhe determined to en- 
cloſe this paper to her, and entreat her kindly 


to prevent every thing of the ſort for the 
future. 


Flonourcd Madam, 


0 


; P ERMIT me to acquit myſelf of a du- 
ty which appears to me 3 indiſ- 
penſible. I know too well your affectionate 


any bad conſequence from diſcovering to 
you what this morning occaſioned me the 
greateſt concern and uneaſineſs. 


% 


Who could have conceived, that Mr. 


a a 


other conſideration for a being ſo _ 
x can 


making an improper uſe of the moſt favour- 


attachment to my young maſter to apprehend 


Charles _ would have deſcended to any 
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and mean, as I am, than that of goodneſs. 
and humanity? I muſt, my dear miſtreſs, 
(pardon the tender epithet) entreat you to 
ſave me from every ſuch temptation, and 
aſſure your brother, that I have a mind ſu- 
perior to encouraging the ſon of my bene- 
factor to rebel, or bring the young gentle- 
man (whoſe approbation of the little merit 
I poſſeſs, was ever highly grateful to me) in- 
to a diſagreeable and improper connectian. 
[ can now (foreign to every former expec- 
tation) rejoice at a continuance of that pro- 
hibition of my return, which has hitherto 
ſat ſo heavy upon my. heart, and I do ſo- 
lemnly declare, that were your Papa and 
Mamma diſpoſed to recall me to-morrow, 1 
would decline what I ſhould but yeſterday 
have eſteemed a glad ſummons, and chear- 


fully forego the ſatisfactory enjoyment of 


your friendſhip, to preſerve your peace. 


© Theſe ſentiments and reſolutions are not 
ſlightly, but the reſult of reaſon and mature 
reflection, and I may, perhaps, give you an 
early and convincing proof, that J am equal 
to the moſt ſevere injunction of ſelf-denial, 
by flying from the place and friends I hold_ _ 
moſt dear. Do Son” Madam, continue to 
honour me with your friendſhip and appro- 
bation, and prevail upon my young maſter 
to conſider me in a proper light, and I ſhall 
5 © ever 
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© ever retain a ſatisfied mind, let my future 
condition in life be whatſoever it may. 
F I am, 
; Honoured Madam, 
With all duty and ſubmiſſion, 
Your grateful and obliged ſervant, 


S. B. 


Miſs Banſton was infinitely more ſurpriſed 
at her brother's proceedings than the amiable 
Suſan's, for ſhe had ſo good an opinion of the 
girl, as to believe her incapable of an ungene- 
rous or deceitful action; but that her brother 
ſhould be unwilling to entruſt her with this 
ſecret of his heart, and not impart to her his 
intentions previous to his declaring himſelf to 
the object of his affection, was a great morti- 
fication, The young gentleman ſurpriſed her 
in the midſt of theſe cogitations, and ſhe re- 
| buked him in gentle terms for his want of con- 
fidence in her, preſenting him at the ſame time 
with his own teſtimony of love, and the good 
girl's honeft and candid reſolutions. He run 
over Suſan's letter with impatience and con- 
cern, and then begged his ſiſter's pardon for 
not making her privy to his weakneſs. 


« Alas! my Caroline, ſaid he, I am undone! 
My peace, my happineſs turned upon this dear 
girl's favourable ſentiments of me; but as I am 
to be ſacrificed to a falſe point of honour and 
delicacy, 
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delicacy, it is now indifferent to me, what be- 
comes of me. I did not, I could not mean to 
offer her my hand under my preſent circum- 


ſtances; but I was deſirous of making the firſt 


and only impreſſion upon her valuable heart. 
I would have contentedly waited whole years 
for her acceptance of me, provided I might 


have had the intermediate ſatisfaction of know- 
ing myſelf to be the object of her affections; 


but what am I now to do? 


Miſs Caroline was too much intereſted in 


her brother's happineſs, not to offer her beſt 
aſſiſtance to conſole him. I am, Charles, 
ſaid ſhe, moſt ſincerely diſtreſſed upon your 
account. It may, perhaps, be encouraging 
you to a treſpaſs of the filial duty and implicit 
obedience we owe our parents; but I own, I 
have no conception of a father and mother's 
being entitled to ſuch a ſacrifice, as their chil- 
dren's felicity. Therefore, if you, my bro- 
ther, could but reſolve never to marry the 
woman your father or mother diſapprove, I 
think you fairly abſolved from the obligation 
of receiving her, whom they may chooſe ; and 


as I have ſo high an opinion of Suſan, as to 
think her worthy of you in every reſpect but 
fortune, I ſhould not diſapprove of your being 
upon the moſt friendly terms with her under- 
proper reſtrictions, and if it will be any conſo- 
lation to you to obtain a promiſe from her, 


never 
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never to think of any other perſon whilſt you 
live, and remain ſingle unleſs with your con- 
ſent, and you do not think it rather ungene- 
rous to wiſh to lay her under ſuch a conſtraint, 
I will folicit that ſatisfaction for you.“ 


This offer was moſt joyfully accepted by 
young Mr. Banſton, and it was mutually agreed, 
that the important requeſt ſhould not be com- 
mitted to paper ; but that the ſiſter ſhould en- 
gage Suſan to a private interview, and then 
propoſe it to her. 


In about an hour after this conference, they 
were informed, that the good old Mrs. Briſco 
was taken very ill, which alarmed them great- 
ly for their friend, who by her death was 
likely to be expoſed to new misfortunes and 
ſorrows. But though the poor woman's diſ- 
order was violent, yet none of the Banſton-fa- 
mily were permitted to go to her houſe, which 
was another affliction to them. She was daily 

attended, however, by their phyſician and a- 
pothecary, and ſupplyed with every neceſſary 
at their expence. 'Theſe helps availed her 
but little. She was declared to be in danger 
from the firſt, and accordingly on the ninth 

day expired to the inexpreſſible grief of the 
unhappy Suſan, who was deprived by her death 
at once of her only friend and habitation. The 
old woman had got her relation, the pariſh- 

| clerk, 
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clerk, to ſcrawl out a kind of will, by which 
ſhe bequeathed to the poor girl all that ſhe 
was worth. This all, after _ thing was 
ſold, (Mr. Banſton burying her at his expence) 
amounted to eight guineas. With theſe de- 
termined to leave the country where ſhe had 
experienced ſo many inquietudes, and conſult- 
ing the clerk on the beſt methods for her pro- 
ceeding, ſhe by his advice reſolved to go up to 
London, and get a ſervice there in ſome honeſt 
private family, for ſhe found herſelf but ill- 
affected to having any future connections with 
the rich. 


The illneſs and death of the old woman had 
interrupted her correſpondence with Miſs 
Banſton; but when ſhe was quite prepared 
for her journey, and had engaged for her paſ- 
ſage in a waggon, ſhe wrote one laſt farewell 
to her beloved miſtreſs, which the honeſt 
clerk undertook to deliver himſelf the very 
morning after her departure. This promiſe 
he faithfully performed. | 


Miſs Banſton moſt ſincerely lamented her 
departure out of the country, and felt the moſt 
friendly apprehenſions for her ſafety. 80 
lovely and ſo innocent a girl to be turned a- 
drift, at the moſt critical period of life, into a 
wicked and deſigning world, friendleſs and 
unprotected, was to her a terrifying conſide- 

ration ; 
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ration ; for notwithſtanding ſhe believed her 
integrity and virtue invincible by open at- 


tempts or the ſtrongeſt temptations, yet ſhe. 


tiembled, leſt the ſame infamous and hardened 
wretch ſhould in reality exiſt whoſe deſcripti- 
ons alone had filled her ſo often with horror. 


For the lover he was outrageous and diſconſo- 


late by turns, and as often inſtigated by his af- 
fection to become knight-errant, and ramble 
in queſt of her, But theſe romantic impulſes 


were reſtrained by his good ſenſe, and the af- 


feQion of his ſiſter. 


Miſs Arabella, on her return from a meet- 
ing with her huſband, brought home the news 
of the little cottager's having taken herſelf off 


the premiſes ; nor could ſhe forbear adding 
with a malignant ſmile, that ſhe wondered. 


what was her conveyance now. 


e Poor girl, ſaid Mrs. Ban ſton, ſhe is much 
to be pityed, as in loſing dame Bri/co ſhe has 


loſt every friend upon earth; for you know, 


Miſs Bentley, continued ſhe with great gravi- 
ty, it is not every one that chooſes to counte- 
nance a baſtard:” Lord, Madam, returned. 
the affected Arabella, what is it you tell me! 
Why, I thought the creature was at leaſt of 
honeſt parents, by the favour that was ſhown 


her in your houſe ? Encourage her! repeated 
| ſhe; 
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ſhe ; no, believe me, I would not admit ſuch 
a perſon under my roof.” 


«© Madam, ſaid Mr. Charles Banſton, unable 
any longer to contain himſelf, is it juſt in your 
judgment, that the innocent ſhould ſuffer for 
the guilty ? Was the poor baſtard you mention 
with ſuch deteſtation, in the ſmalleſt degree 
acceſſary-or a partaker in her parents guilt ? 
I think, added this gentleman, the world is 
not more cruel or unjuſtifiable in any one reſ- 
pect, than in its conſideration of ſuch unhappy 
beings. Is it not ſufficient, that a poor child 
ſhall be brought into exiſtence involuntarily, 
and, from the culpable behaviour of thoſe 
who ought to protect and provide for it, not 
only be excluded from the comfort of relati- 
ons, and every title to property or proviſion, 
but aiſo that a conſiderable ſhare of the con- 
tempt and ſhame, incurred by the authors of 
its being, ſhould devolve upon its innocent and 
and inoffenſive head? Wickedneſs of heart is 
the ſame in married as unmarried perſons, and 
if the adulterers children are allowed to be un- 
contaminated by their parents guilt, why 
ſhould the ſimple crime of fornication be he- 
reditary ?”” No one made any reply to Mr. 
Banſton's obſervations, and he retired ſoon af- 
ter to his own apartment, to lament there the 
loſs of his invaluable girl, without reſtraint or 
interruption. 


SIX 
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Six months had now elapſed ſince the mar- 
riage of Mr. Leteroſt, and Miſs Arabella had 
evaded from time to time the importunities of 
her father and Mr. Banſton, to receive Mr. 
Charles for a huſband, when ſhe ſuddenly be- 
came altered, to an uncommon degree, in her 
ſhape. The ſervants ſoon perceived it, and 
having eaſy acceſs to the ear of their miſtreſs, 
communicated their obſervations io her. She 
communicated them again to her ſon and 
daughter ; but they were far from being either 


ſurpriſed or ſorry at the event, as it would in- 


fallibly in a very ſhort time deliver them from 
her diſagreeable company. | 


Mrs. Banſton was unable long to conceal 
her ſuſpicions from her huſband, who reſent- 
ed them highly, and ſaid, “ that if he could 

fix upon the original author of ſuch a ſcanda- 
| lous report, he would proſecute him at his 
own expence.”” Miſs Arabella, however, diſ- 
covering by a hint, which, if ſhe had been in- 
nocent, would have been perfectly unintelli- 
gible, that her condition was ſuſpected in the 
family, inſiſted upon her huſband's taking her 
home, which injunction he willingly comply- 
ed with, from the hope of obtaining at leaſt 
part of her fortune. She, therefore, quitted 
Mr. Banſton's the very day after ſhe had ap- 
priſed her huſband of her intention, and re- 
treated to the houſe of Mr. Letcroft, whoſe 
marriage to her was then promulgated all _ 
| the 
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the country, to the inexpreſſible chagrin of 
Mr. Banſton, the diverſion of his wife and 
ſervants, the ſatisfaction of his ſon and daugh- 
ter, and the great diſappointment and vexa- 
tion of the lady's own family. 


Immediately upon this diſcovery, a young 
gentleman made a viſit to Mr. Banſton, who 
was ſon to an Eaſt-Indian and his particular 
friend. He had juſt quitted the univerſity, 
and was going to ſpend a couple of months in 
London; but having a ſingular regard for Mr. 
Charles, he importuned the old gentleman in 
ſuch urgent terms to let him accompany him, 
that he prevailed upon him, and in a couple 
of days they reached the great city. 


Mr. Banſton had ſpent only one . fortnight 
in the metropolis in his life, and that ſhort 
period at an early age; conſequently every 
ſcene was new to him, and he rambled about 
with infinite delight, He had a few letters to 
deliver from his father, one of which was to 
Mrs. Blackiſton already mentioned. 


On calling upon her to diſcharge this com- 
miſſion, he was vaſtly affected at her ſituati- 
on. She had run through her ill-gotten 
Thouſand. Her annuity was in the hands of 
a creditor, and ſhe was compelled to _ = 
a little 
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a little mean lodging, where fhe fared but 
ſcantily. 


Mr. Bentley and his wife had given her 
ſome diſguſt in not making her an offer of 
their houſe on her acquainting them with her 


diſtreſs, for which flight ſhe inveighed bis- 


terly againſt them, and threw out many inti- 


mations, that it was in her power to take a 
ſevere revenge. 


Mr. Banſton paid but little attention to the 
harrangue ſhe entertained him with on this 
ſubje&; but, preſenting her with two gui- 
neas, he took his leave very politely, though 


ſecretly determining never to ſee her more, 


His young friend and he having wearied 
themſelves in rambling over the town, ſtept 
at laſt into a tavern to take a dinner. The 
weather being warm, and they very thirſty, 
they had freer recourſe to the bottle than was 
their uſual cuſtom. 


At length their brains being ſomewhat in- 
flamed by the too frequent repetition of this 
agreeably remedy, Mr. Rutland (for ſo Mr. 
Banſton's companion was called) propoſed re- 
galeing hi$@fiend with the humours of a cer- 
tain houſe under Covent-garden piazzas, to 
which the latter in his jollity agreed. They, 
therefore, 
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therefore, diſcharged their reckoning, and 
ſallied forth with warm heads, but honeſt 
hearts. 


Their youth and genteel appearance ſoon 
gained them admittance, and a bottle of Bur- 


gundy being brought, Mr. Rutland enquired, 


if they could not be introduced to ſome young 


ladies that were tolerably decent and not 


very old praQtitioners ? 


The mother-abbeſs, who preſided in this 


temple of Venus, after having preſented two 


or three, without giving ſatisfaction, ſaid, 
«© the had one damſel under her roof, whom 
ſhe feared they would find as objectionable 
for her coyneſs, as the others were for the 


oppoſite extreme; but as there were two of 


them, if they would make 1t worth her while, 
they ſhould ſeparately try what they could do 
with her.” 


The inflamed Mr. Rutland emptied his 
pockets upon the table, and ſwore, if that 
was not ſufficient, he would give his note for 
as much more; but the conſcientious lady 
laid, as he was a cuſtomer, ſhe was ſatisfied 
with what was before her, and Mr. Banſton, 
conſenting to be ſerved after his Hend, was 
accepted upon eaſier terms. 


Mr: 
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Mr. Rutland was immediately conducted 
into another apartment, and in a few mi- 
nutes after a lovely girl entered the room, 
who with an undiſſembled artleſſneſs aſked 
him, if he had any buſineſs with her? 


The young gentleman bluntly told her, he 
had, and in very plain terms informed her of 
what nature. 


The innocent creature's diſtreſs was appa- 
rent even to this half- rational man, whom 
wine had deprived of the better part of his 
ſenſes, and it diſconcerted him for a few mi- 
nutes; but recovering himſelf, he attempted 
to take ſome liberties with her, which ſhe 
reſiſted with unfeigned reſolution and diſguſt, 
and retreated to the door, in order to avoid 
all farther indecency ; but, to her utter con- 
fuſion and grief, ſhe found it locked on the 
out-ſide. 


Her retreat being thus cut off, ſhe fell 
upon her knees, and, with tears and up-lifted 
hands, beſought his compaſſion. 


I now perceive, ſaid ſhe, the horror of 
my ſituation. Believe me, Sir, I have been 
moſt artfully betrayed into this ſnare. I con- 
jure you, to recolle& yourſelf, and ſpare an 
unhappy being from guilty violence.” * 

a 
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Had the young gentleman been ſober, the 
beautiful girl would not have pleaded in vain; 
but the wine operating ſtrongly upon his 
ſenſes, he thought it unmanly to be ſubdued 
by alittle whining huſſy, who would, perhaps, 
laugh at him in the end, and therefore he 
told her,“ it was in vain for her to try ex- 
periments upon him for he knew the world too 
well to be impoſed upon by ſuch ſhallow ar- 
tifices, and as he paid his money to purchaſe 
her favour, he was reſolved to ſtand to his 
bargain.” 


cc Ah! Sir, ſaid the trembling maid, can 
you conſider yourſelf bound by ſuch an in- 
famous contract, and remain deaf to the calls 
of honour and humanity ? Can you really 
conceive, becauſe a wicked wretch has ſuc- 
ceeded in trepanning an unſuſpicious and friend- 
leſs creature into her poſſeſſion, ſhe has a right 
to ſell her innocence, and compel her to ac- 
compliſh her diabolical agreements ? 


6e If theſe be your ſentiments, I muſt in- 
form you, that you have a perſon to deal with, 
that is neither capable of being intimidated 
by threats, nor allured by promiſes, and that 
your triumph over her can never be com- 
pleted whilſt her power of reſiſtance remains; 
nor will ſhe ſurvive ſuch a calamity to become 
a prey again to avarice and proſtitution, 4 
| this 
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this weapon, ſnatching his ſword out of the 
ſcabbard, ſhall be more merciful than you, 
in deſtroying an exiſtence, when reduced to an 
iniquitous ſtandard, which you whilſt innocent 
refuſe to preſerve.” 8 


% Well, Madam, ſaid the half-vanquiſhed 
hero, as I find I can do nothing with you 
by fair means, and deteſt a rape as much 
as you, I ſhall reſign you to my friend, who, 
I believe, is at preſent ſomewhat more clear- 
headed than myſelf, and will be more a match 
for you. So ſaying, he rapped at the door, 
which was inſtantly opened for him, and the 
poor girl locked in for a few moments alone, 


Mr. Rutland had happily carried off his 
ſword, or the wretched victim had not lived, 
probably, to undergo a ſecond inſult. 


On returning to his friend, the abandoned 
procureſs, who was in the room, aſked him, 
what ſucceſs he had met with ? 


c Why faith, ſaid he, none at all; ſhe is 
the moſt ſqueamiſh little b---h I ever met 
with : but come, Charles, continued he, ſhe 
expects you, pray do not make her wait.” 


Mr. Banſton was not in his nature a debau- 
chee ; but fearful of expoſing himſelf * 
£2 aug 
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laugh of -his more hardened companion, he 
aroſe, and, with a reluctance and agitation 
he could not account for, ſuffered himſelf to 
be led in to the frighted priſoner, 


Her back was towards him on his entrance, 
and he addreſſed her in the following terms: 
« From the repreſentation I have received 
from my friend, Madam, of your modeſt op- 
poſition to his indecent attempts, I come with 
very different ſentiments to thoſe of impurity 
and guilt. You have it now in your power to 
obtain a protector.“ 


The young creature, charmed by the offer 
haſtily turned about to make proper acknow- 
ledgments for it, when, to her unſpeakable 
ſurpriſe, ſhe diſcovered her young maſter Ban- 
ſton ,, and he his beloved Suſan. 


Her joy, her aſtoniſhment, her ſhame at 
being found by him in ſuch a houſe, as that 
ſhe was now convinced ſhe was in, though it 
obliged her to ſeat herſelf on the firſt chair 
ſhe could reach, nevertheleſs did not reduce 
her to that common ſtate of ſtupefaction ſo 
frequent upon occaſions of ſurpriſe. 


Mr. Banſton placed himſelf by her, and 
begged her to compoſe herſelf, for that ſhe 
had nothing now to fear; that he himſelf 

would 
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would convey her ſafely out of the houſe, 
and lodge her with a perſon of reputation, an 
acquaintance of his father's, until ſhe could 
meet with ſome eligible ſettlement. 


The mortified Suſan thanked him in pro- 
per terms for the ſervice he promiſed to ren- 
der her, but deſired, he would permit her firſt 


to account for the ſituation and dreſs in which 
he found her. 


He generoufly replied, ſhe might ſpare 
herſelf the pain of recollection on his ac- 
count ; for he was ſatisfied, her innocence, 


not indiſcretion, had brought her ſo near de- 
ſtruction. 


Suſan's delicacy, however, would not per- 
mit her to leave one ſtep ſhe had taken un- 
explained, leſt a latent ſuſpicion ſhould lurk 
in that heart ſhe now found herſelf more than 
ever deſirous of being approved by. 


She therefore, informed him, “ that the 
waggoner, to whoſe care ſhe had been com- 
mitted by the clerk, her mother's relation, 
had inſinuated to her, when ſhe was upon her 
journey, that he believed, it would be in his 
power to ſerve her, by recommending her to 
a very good charitable lady, one of his beſt 
cuſtomers, who would, perhaps, upon his ac- 

| count 
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count allow her board and houſe-room, until 
ſhe could get her a place. 


Seeing me ſwallow this cruel bait (added 
ſhe,) as greedily as he could poſſibly wiſh, he 
had the art to ſtart ſome difficulties and poſ- 
ſible impediments to my ſucceſs, but repeat- 
edly aſſured me of his beſt endeavours, 


Thus was my mind, by the wicked ma- 
nagement of this wretch, agitated with the 


alternate painful ſucceſſions of ho 
pair, until I arrived in London. 


pe and-deſ- 


I then thought him extremely kind, on 
his preferring my intereſt ſo far to his. own, 
as to apply to the lady in my behalf, before 
e left me about two 
hours in ſuſpenſe, and then returned with the 
agreeable news that he had prepared Ma- 
dam, by the character he had given of me, 
to be ſo much my friend, that it was ten to 
one but he had made my fortune, and that ſhe 
would ſend for me in half an hour, as ſhe 
thought, it was horrid that ſuch a young wo- 
man, as he had repreſented me to be, ſhould 


he even unloaded. 


remain at an inn. 


I was ſo credulous, as to pay an implicit 
faith to every tittle of this fallacious tale, and 


rewarded m 


Vol. II. 


y good friend the waggoner, with 


a guinea, 
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a guinea, which he pretended to receive re- 
luctantly, and by the time my little box was 
ready for removal, a hackney- coach arrived 


with. a very decent woman, to take me in it. 


'T put myſelf, without the leaſt doubt or 
heſitation, under this kind ſtranger's protec- 
tion, and was by her conducted to this infer- 
nal manſion, where I have been a fortnight 
this day, and was never till now alarmed with 
the leaſt indecency. 


I have had conſtant employment at my 
needle, and have been deluded from time to 
time with the falſe expectation of being placed 
in different families of credit and diſtinction 

merely as a plain- worker. | 


The old lady told me, that no perſon was 
approved in London but from their appear- 
- ance, and that, if I did not dreſs decently, I 
: ſhould never be taken notice of. 


' She,: therefore, with my own money, pro- 
: cured me theſe gay trappings, .in. which ! 


have never been dreſſed but once before, on 


the ſame pretence of a perſon of quality's 
being expected, to whoſe favour I was to be 
recommended, and the laſt time was told, 
that my diſappointment.was owing to her la- 

dyſhip's 
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dyſhip's being taken ſuddenly ill. The reſt, 


Sir, you are acquainted with.“ 


Mr. Banſton then informed her of all he had 
ſuffered on her account, and likewiſe of his 
ſiſter's intentions, and ſolicited her with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs to accept of his legal pro- 
tection, adding, © that he was determined 
never to marry any other woman, and that, 
if ſhe would conſent, a month's continuance 
in any pariſh in London, would (by qualify- 
ing her as a pariſhioner) enable him to make 
himſelf the happieſt man on earth.“ 


“ Believe me, Sir, returned Suſan, I feel 
the utmoſt gratitude for your noble propoſal, 
but ſhould think myſelf utterly unworthy of 
the eſteem with which you honour me, if I 
were capable of involving you in ſuch mis- 
fortunes, as your being united to me would 
infallibly bring upon me. 


« I, Sir, am firm in my reſolutions, but 
will, nevertheleſs, accept of the charitable 
offer you made me of putting me under the 


protection of an acquaintance of your Mam- 
mals.“ NS 


« Ah! my Suſan, ſaid the young gentle- 
man, why will you deny me the happineſs of 
making a — for you, more ſuitable to 

1 your 
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your merit, eſpecially now you have reaſon to 
be aſſured that my ſiſter would approve my 
conduct ?”? 


« Sir, interrupted thi 
your ſiſter meant to propgle, I freely offer you, 
nor will I ever beſtow the leaſt conſideration 
upon any of your ſex,/ whilſt you flatter me 
that you deſire the contrary ; but I muſt in- 
treat you, not to attempt to oppoſe my get- 
ting my living in the beſt manner I can. 


“J was not born to better expeQations, 
nor will your eſteeming Su/an a ſervant be 
more diſgraceful, than Su/an the adopted 
daughter of a cottager, and plain-worker in 
your mother's family. | 


« If you perſiſt in refuſing the only fa- 
vour I can accept of, I muſt again be expoſed 


to a repetition of thoſe horrid inſults, I but 


now flattered myſelf you had delivered me 
from.” | 


Mr. Banſton haſtily aroſe, and offering his 
hand to conduct her out of the apartment, 
only ſaid, It ſhall be as you deſire.“ 


On his making the appointed ſignal at the 


door, they were releaſed, and he handed his 
| beloved 


good girl, what 


„„ „ tes 
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beloved girl into the dining- room to the aſto- 
niſned matron. | 


&« Sir, ſaid ſhe, by what authority is that 
girl brought into my preſence ?”? 


6% Madam, interrupted Mr. Banſton with a 
reſolute countenance, by mine, nay more, by 
my ſingle authority ſhall ſhe be conducted 
out of this infamous houſe, and ſafely lodged 
in better hands than yours to protect her in- 
nocence. 


J am the ſon of that family in Bedford- 
ſhire, of whom the kind waggoner informed 
you, and from whom, I fancy, you will hear 
farther in a very ſhort time.“ 


Mr. Rutland gaped for the meaning of his 


friend's words, but was too far gone to com- 
prehend them. 8 


The old lady had not, however, forgot 
herſelf, and finding her fraudulent practices 
detected, begged his honour not to expoſe 
her, and ſne would refund the money ſne had 
taken from her, notwithſtanding ſhe had paid 
the waggoner thirty guineas on her delivery 
into her cuſtody. | 


Mr. Banſton made a merit of accepting 
F 3 theſe 
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theſe terms of accommodation, though he 
had many ſingular reaſons to incite him by all 
means to avoid a proſecution. 


The mother-abbeſs accordingly refunded 
the money as well as what ſhe had received 
of them, and beſtowing many bleſſings upon 
the young gentleman for his lenity, which 
on this occaſion was involuntary, they de- 
parted. | 


Mr. Banſton ſaw his friend into a coach, 
and putting a proper perſon into it to conve 
him in ſafety to his lodgings, then helping his 
recovered prize into another, and accompany : 
ing her himſelf, he ordered the fellow to 
drive to Mrs. Blackiſton's, as he knew her to 
be a woman of character, excepting in the 
the article of extravagance. \ 


They were not long before they reached 
the mean habitation, where ſhe lodged, and 
Mr. Banſton there related to her all the par- 
ticulars already mentioned, begging her ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance in the diſpoſition of this 
worthy, friendleſs object. 


Mrs. Blackiſton appeared vaſtly diſcompoſed 
at the ſtory, and aſked Suſan with apparent 
diſorder, where ſhe was born, and how old 
ſhe was ? . 


She 
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She bluſhed, and replied, “ ſhe neither 


knew with any certainty her age nor place of 
nativity, nor as much as one relation that ſhe - 
had; that a good woman had brought her up 
with the utmoſt kindneſs and piety; that ſhe 

had been unhappily deprived of her, now for - 
a month that very day, by death; and was at 
preſent wholely deſtitute of friends, habita- 
tion, and all means of getting a livelihood.” 


After a long pauſe, Mrs. Blackiſtan ſaid, - 
ce If I could believe it poſſible for you to par- 
don the wicked inſtrument of your misfor- 
tunes, I have the power of revealing ſome 
very advantageous particulars with reſpect to 
your birth and family.” 


Suſan and Mr. Banſton caſt a look of aſto- 
niſhment at each other, and the penitent wo- 
man then proceeded, 


& Inſtead of being the poor deſtitute Su/any 
ſaid ſhe, that you imagine, you are entitled to 
a very conſiderable fortune, the particulars, 
if you will indemnify the principal agent in 
effecting the fraud, by which you have for 
ſo many years been deprived of the poſſeſſion 
of it, f will no longer conceal.” 


Upon repeated aſſurances of indemnifi- 
cation, and many offers of reward from Mr. 


F 4 Banſlon, 
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Banſton, who here took upon him to anſwer 
for the poor aſtoniſhed girl, ſhe revealed every 
circumſtance of that deep-laid villainy, by 
which this unhappy girl had been driven to 
all her late miſery and diſtreſs, 


Miſs Bentley, as ſhe was now become, fat 
{ſpeechleſs with wonder, horror, and plea- 
ſure; but Mr. Banſton was infinitely more 
{urpriſed and delighted. 


At length ſaid the young gentleman: © How | 


will my father be grieved and aſtoniſhed, when 
he finds, that it is the daughter of his much 
eſteemed and long regretted friend that he has 


thus oppreſſed ? 


« My father and your's, Miſs Bentley, 
were friends from their infancy, until mine 
was ſent abroad, where he met with my mo- 
ther, and in conſideration of her fortune con- 
ſented to humour a whimſical old man in 
changing his name of Taylor for Banſlon. 


« He was pupil to your Grand-Papa, whoſe 
friendſhip he yet enjoys, and I can tell you, 
both and he his wife were well a few days be- 
fore I left the country. They have continued 
to lament you with unabated concern, even 
to the laſt letter they ſent my father. 


«© The 


tl 
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« The diſcovery of your being found, 

_—_— muſt be judiciouſly made, or it 

prove more fatal to them than your 
loſs.” 


Louiſa was ſtill unable to ſpeak, *till ſhe had 
relieved herſelf by ſhedding abundance of 
tears, in which Mrs. Blackiſton and her lover 
encouraged her, as the only means to prevent 
any other bad conſequences. 


When ſhe was a little recovered, © Good 
God, cried ſhe, clapping her hands together 
with uncommon earneſtneſs, how wonderful- 
ly gracious haſt thou been to me! I have this 
day been twice delivered, and yon, Sir, have 
been the generous author of all my felicity. 


«© O!] that I could but ſee my dear Miſs 
Banſton and my Grand-Papa and Mamma, 1 
ſhould then be completely happy. But are 
you certain, Madam, faid ſhe, addreſſing Mrs. 
Blackiſton, you are not deceived in thinking 
me the perſon you mention?“ 


Mrs. Blackiſton ſmiled, and ſaid, ſhe was 


ſo ſure of it, that nothing now remained, but 


to conſult in what manner this important ſe- 
cret ſhould be revealed, and, in her opinion, 
the ſooner the better. 


F 5 | Mr. 
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Mr. Banſton offered to go home the next 
day, and inform his father of this happy diſ- 
covery, and take directions from him for his 
future proceedings. 


This was mutually approved, and it was 
then propoſed, that Miſs Bentley ſhould be ac- 
commodated with better lodgings ; but ſhe 
begged to be continued where ſhe was, till 
ſhe ſhould be removed by her friends orders. 


Neither Miſs Louiſa nor her lover had 
much ſleep that night, occaſioned by their 
great ſurpriſe and joy. . 


The next morning the latter took poſt- 
horſes with the morning's dawn, and reached 
his father's before evening. 


Mr. Banſton was moſt ſincerely affected at 
having occaſioned ſo many diſagreeable mo- 
ments to ſo amiable a young lady, as he now 
thought her; but, in order to extenuate the 
cruel part he had acted, obſerved, ** that had 
ſhe never quitted Bedfordſhire, her family 
and fortune might never have been diſcovered 
by her.” 


Miſs Caroline's joy upon this occaſion was 
inexpreſſible, and received no ſmall addition 


by her Papa's telling her, he would * 
er 
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her and her brother to town, to conduct Miſs 
Bentley to St. Alban's, until he ſhould ſend to 
them, and that during their abſence, he 
would, in a prepared way, acquaint Mr. and 
Mrs. Parker with this great and happy diſ- 


covery.“ 


Mrs. Banſton ſaid, „that, for her part, 
ſne had ever thought Suſan too clever and 
genteel to be a mean perſon's child, as Mary, 
her cook, could witneſs, they having often 
talked together about her.“ | 


The enſuing morning Mr. Banſton's cha- 
riot and four ſet off for the accommodation 
of that very individual, who but a few months 
before had. been driven from his houſe. in the 
moſt difgraceful manner. 


How did the brother and ſiſter congratulate - 
themſelves during their. journey on having - 
been capable of diſtinguiſhing and counte- 
nancing a perſon now found to be fo truly 
meritorious, notwithſtanding every diſadvant- 
age ſhe laboured under! and ſuch was Miſs 
Banſton's impatience to meet her much eſteem 
ed friend, that the ſwift conveyance ſhe was 
in, was not ſatisfactory to her. Every im- 
pediment diſcompoſed her, and the neceſſary 
baitings ſhe conſidered only as ſo many lets 
and hindrances. . tz 

But, 
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But, though their conveyance was not fo 
rapid, as to keep pace with her imagination 
and ' wiſhes, it was, nevertheleſs, ſure, and, 


their journey being uninterrupted by any ac- 


cident, they reached Mrs. Blackiſton's lodg- 
ing in a very reaſonable time. - | 

The meeting between the two young la- 
dies was inexpreſſibly tender and affectionate, 
and Miſs Caroline ſaid, © ſhe now flattered 
herſelf, ſhe had not only recovered a friend, 
but a long deſired ſiſter.“ 


Loui ſa's cheek was not inſenſible on this 
occaſion, nor the fond heart of her lover un- 
affected. She replied with great modeſty, 
«© I hope I ſhall anſwer every kind wiſh of 
my friends.“ 


The evening was ſpent in that ſatisfaQtion 
which alone can be conceived by thoſe who 
have experienced a painful ſeparation from 
the object of their affection and friendſhip, 

and have been unexpeRedly reſtored to each 
other by ſome extraordinary event. 


It was determined, they ſhould continue in 
town the ſucceeding day, that Miſs Caroline 
might in ſome meaſure recover her fatigue, 
not to mention ſome kind conſiderations with 
reſpeCt to the young gentleman. 


No 
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No ſooner had Mr. Banſton loſt fight of the 
carriage, diſpatched upon the friendly expe- 
dition already mentioned, than he mounted a 
horſe, prepared for that purpoſe, and took the 
route to Mr. Parker's habitation, 


The good man was in his ſtudy, fortifying 
his ſoul againſt the ſin of murmuring by leſ- 
ſons adapted to enforce that kind of ſubmiſſi- 
on to the divine will, which he found himſelf 
moſt deficient in, when, hearing the tramp- 
ling of horſes, he lifted up his eyes, and be- 
held his old pupil at the gate. | 


Though he was always glad to ſee him, 
yet his appearance never failed to revive in 
his too faithful memory, many recolle&ions, 
which were no leſs tender than painful, 


The beloved partner of his heart ſat by 
him with an aſpect truly benevolent, though 
deeply impreſſed with dejection and ſorrow. 


He got up to meet Mr. Ban/ton, and after 
the uſual compliments were paſt, the latter 
taking a chair, began to refle& on the nicety 
and difficulty of his taſk. | 


He ventured, however, to introduce the 
ſubject by ſaying, © that he had the day be- 
fore been nfocined of a diſcovery: ſo ſurpri- 

ſingly 
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ſingly happy, and attended with ſuch extra- 
ordinary circumſtances, that he did not re- 
member to have met with ſuch a caſe in his 


whole life.“ 


The good couple, in whoſe hearts the ſpi- 
rit of curioſity was extin@, betrayed not the 
leaſt deſire to hear the particulars, which not 
a little diſconcerted the orator. I think, 
Sir, repeated he, addreſſing himſelf to the 
divine, you would find yourſelf both diverted 
and intereſted by the relation.” 


There was a time, replied the good 
man, when I had an ear for the private or 


public concerns of life, and an inclination 
likewiſe to be informed of. them, which has. 


now been dormant in me many years. - 


But if any happy event has happened to - 
the deſerving, and been productive of that 
ſalutary puniſhment of the unworthy, which 


leads to repentance, I ſincerely rejoice at it.“ 


Mr. Banſton, w without farther encourage 
ment or preamble, related every circum- 
ſtance of the deep- laid villainy, and the de- 


tection of it, only uſing fictitious names. 


Mr. Parker and his wife were ſilent, till 
Mr. Banſton had concluded, when, the _—_ 
eing 
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being overcome by ſenſations ſhe could not 
ſuppreſs, burſt into tears, and the tender 
huſband felt an amazing ſymphathy. 


c There is, ſaid the divine, ſuch a ſimi- 
liarity of circumſtances between the affair 
you have related, and our dear grand-child's 
fate, ſo far as we were acquainted with it, 


that I confeſs, I do not feel leſs emotion than 
my dear Louiſa. 


© J nevertheleſs rejoice with the hap 
family who have been ſo ſingularly bleſſed b 
the Almighty, nor do I — Ken. 
the ſame kind felicity is denied me.“ | 


« Sir, ſaid Mr. Banſton, ſuppoſe there 
ſhould be ſome reaſon to hope, that your 
much lamented Loui ſa is ſtill alive?“ 


* Trifle not with me, ſaid the alarmed pa- 
rent; I beſeech you, not to trifle with me. 
If you, indeed, know any thing of our child, 
ſpeak it at once, and do not cruelly raiſe my 
frail and fond expectations with groundleſs 
ſuppoſitions; for as I am a mortal, ſo I cannot 
anſwer for the conſequence.“ 


« Then, returned Mr. Banſton, I muſt 
beg you to prepare your heart in the beſt 
manner you can, to receive a long loſt amia- 


ble 
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ble child, ſaved from the moſt horrid of evils 


by my ſon, and who now, accompanied by K 
Caroline and him, will demand a reception . 
and a bleſſing from you, ſometime to-mor- f 
row or next day.” g 


The book fell from the trembling hand of 
the worthy divine, and tears of joy bedewed 
his venerable cheeks. © How juli „ſaid he, th 
may we ſay, the ways of heaven are intri- 
cate !*? 


He then added, © I feel a joy equal and * 
ſimilar to the great patriarch Jrael on the 1 


information of his recovered long loſt ſon, bay 
and in his words I may expreſs myſelf, for it Po! 
is enough that my Louiſa lives ; I will go and "M 
meet her, that my eyes may be bleſſed with out 
the ſight of her before I die.” | F 

Mrs. Parker's uplifted hands denoted her = 


ſentiments, for the power of ſpeech had for- 
ſook her, nor did ſhe recover herſelf for many 


hours. 


When Mr. Parker's mind had acquired a 
little compoſure, Mr. Banſton and he began 
to confult together, what meaſures were ne- 
ceſſary to take with the wicked uncle and 


guardian. 


{1 He 
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« He ſhall, ſaid Mr. Parker, make my 
child ample reſtitution, though I will not 
have recourſe to legal methods, unleſs he re- 
fuſes amicable terms of accommodation. The 
ſtings of his own conſcience will be a ſe— 
vere and juſter puniſhment, than any we can 
inflict upon him, becauſe they will be dealt 
out in a ſuitable proportion to his iniquity by 
the great ſearcher of hearts, from whoſe know- 
ledge nothing can be hid.“ | 


Mrs. Parker begged, ſhe might be permitt- 
ed to go over to St. Alban's to meet her child, 
but was over-ruled by the advice of her huſ- 
band and friend, and ſubmitted to their pro- 
poſition of ſending a ſervant to wait their ar- 
rival, and order them to proceed home with- 
out baiting. | 


A letter was then wrote in the following 
terms, to Mr. Daniel Bentley - har Banſton, 
at the good clergyman's requeſt. 
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S I X, 

Am deſired by the Reverend Mr. Park. 

er, to inform you, that he has deteQ- 
ed a moſt horrid piece of villainy, prac- 
ticed by a ' gentleman of your acquaint- 
ance, to the great injury of his grand-child 
and ward Louiſa Bentley. 


| 
« Every tranſaction and ſtep of the vile : 
plot, by means of which ſhe has been fo. f 
many years excluded from the poſſeſſion of 4 
that fortune ſhe is entitled to, has been 4 
traced and diſcovered. f 


&« If, therefore, the villain does not ſpee- 
dily make that reſtitution which both law 
and equity direct, he will be expoſed and 
proſecuted without any farther notice. 


a oung lady is well, and now upon 
the road to Hertfordſhire. 


« SIR, 
46 Your humble ſervant, 


3 
Thi 
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This letter was immediately ſent to the 
poſt houſe at St Alban's by the ſervant ap- 
pointed to await the arrival of the ladies and 
gentlemen there, 1 | 


Mr. Banſton then entertained the happy 
pair with the particulars of Suſan's merit and 
behaviour, and took no ſmall blame to him- 
ſelf for his harſhneſs and ſeverity, but did not 
fail to tack that qualifying reflection to this 
relation, that that very accident had been the 
ground-work of the happineſs they now en- 
joyed. 


Miſs Arabella's conduct was then diſplayed 
in the moſt unfavourable colours ; for this 
gentleman was not a little given to the hyper- 
bole, wherever he had conceived a diſguſt. 
Her haughty airs, the diſturbance ſhe had 
occaſioned in his family, her wiſe choice, and 
private marriage were all ſung in diſmal lays. 


The tedious hours whiled ſlowly on, ' till 
the ſucceeding afternoon, when the expected 
carriage made its appearance much ſooner. 
than they had promiſed themſelves. 


The good man with ſolemn pace advanced 
io receive this ſecond valuable gift of heaven, 
his heart poured forth a number of houſe eja- 
culations and praiſes. 
Louiſa 
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Lauiſa on her alighting made an effort to 
kneel to her venerable parent, but was pre- 
vented by his holding her in his feeeble arms, 
with thoſe tranſports of mortality (as he ex- 
preſſed himſelf) which were unutterable, and 
too ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed. 


At length, „ My child, ſaid he, again 
preſſing her to his heart, this is a happineſs 
T little hoped to enjoy, and in which all my 
human wiſhes are terminated. I have been 
bleſſed with this peculiar indulgence, that J 
might recover my ſtrength, before I go hence, 
and be no more ſeen.” 


Then recollecting himſelf, he added, But 
my dear wife is _y impatient to behold 
you, notwithſtanding I thus ſuffer ſelf to be 
predominant in my heart. Go then, ſaid he, 
my love, and compoſe her tenderly agitated 
mind with the certainty of your reſtoration to 
her maternal embraces.” 


Mrs. Parker had, by an involuntary im- 
pulſe, retreated into a ae dif- 
ferently does joy operate on different diſpo- 
ſitions; and, inſtead of meeting the object ſo 
grateful to her heart, had concealed herſelf 
from every one. 


She was, after ſome little ſearch and ve 
prile 
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priſe of the company, found in a penſive ſe- 
rene ſtate, ſeated on a ſettee. In that private 
room Louiſa met with a reception from this 
good woman, which occaſionad her ſuch ſoft 
ſenſations, as ſhe was ſcarcely able to ſuſtain, 
and ſhe rejoiced, that ſhe ſhould no more be 
expoſed to ſuch tender rencounters. It was 
many hours before their fluctuating hearts 
ſubſided into peace, and they became capable 
of taſting the tranquil ſatisfaction of reaſon 
and compoſure. 


'The fourth day after this happy event the 
ſon of the Reverend Mr. Price arrived with 
his father's congratulation and diſpatches 
from Bentley-hall. The purport of which 
were, that Mr. Daniel Bentley and his lady 
had evacuated that manſion, and had lodged 
all the writings, relative to Miſs Loui ſa's for- 
tune, in that Reverend gentleman's hands, 
together with a faithful account of the arrears 
due to the young lady, which he promiſed 
ſhould be amply ſatisfied in a ſhort time. 
Young Mr. Price added, that they had quit- 
ted the country to avoid that ſcandal their bad 
actions had rendered them obnoxious to, and 
were gone to reſide with their only remaining 
child, who was married in ſome part of Bed- 
fordſhire. This expreſs was perfectly ſatis- 

factory, and it was propoſed, that Miſs Louiſa 
ſhould very ſoon viſit the ſeat of her father. 
Young 
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Young Mr. Price was bred to the law, and 
had the character of poſſeſſing fine abilities 
and incorruptible integrity. He was at this pe- 
riod three and twenty, graceful in his perſon, 
and engaging in his addreſs, but confined as 
to his proſpects of fortune, and unſettled in his 
fituation. Mr. Parker had a great regard for 
the youth, and was ſtrongly attached to his 
father by his grateful and friendly behaviour. 
Mr. Ban/ton alſo ſaid, he was a very promiſing 
young man, and deſerved encouragement, 
nay farther, and (as he was ſometimes given 
to prophecy) he added, that he looked, as if he 
would make his fortune. 


During theſe tranſactions, the buſineſs of 
Mr. Charles Banſton's heart had ſtood ſtill, a 
mortification and violence he could no longer 
ſubmit to. He, therefore, the very firſt op- 
portunity beſought his Louiſa's permiſſion to 
propoſe himſelf to her grand-father. The 
worthy girl, in whoſe breaſt love and grati- 
tude pleaded his cauſe, conſented to be his, 
with the approbation of her friends. Accord- 
ingly the young gentleman, with a diffidence, 
ariſing from the purity and ſtrength of his 

paſſion, applyed to his father, who willingly 
_ undertook to ſpeak for him to Mr. Parker, 
being more ſanguine in his expectations than 
the timid lover. 


The 
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The affair being mentioned to the worthy 
divine, he ſaid, he ſhould receive a double ſa- 
tisfaction in beſtowing his child ſo properly, 
the youth being entitled both by merit and ob- 
ligation to the hand he ſolicited. His wife 
declared likewiſe herſelf entirely of the ſame 
way of thinking, and thus Loui/a's birth- day, 
to which there wanted now but ſeven weeks, 
was with her conſent appointed for her wed- 


ding-day. 


Mr. Price was invited to continue his viſit, 
in order to be preſent at the-ceremony ; in 
conſequence of which invitation he wrote a 
letter to his father, to acquaint him, that he 


ſhould with his leave make a long ſtay in 
Hertfordſhire. 


Louiſa ſoon perceived, that her friend's 
heart was moſt favourably diſpoſed towards 
young Price, and as ſhe was well acquainted 
with his limited expectations and Mr. Banſton's 
ambition, ſhe was greatly alarmed for her 
peace and happineſs. She communicated her 
obſervations to her lover, who confeſſed, his 
ſiſter's inclination was very viſible, and equal- 
ly lamented the young gentleman's want of, 
(What they were aſſured was with Mr. Ban- 
ſton,) the one thing needful, fortune. The ge- 
nerous Louiſa ſaid, ſhe would with pleaſure re- 
ſign half ber poſſeſſions to purchaſe the ſatis- 

| faction 
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faction of her friend; nor could ſhe herſelf en- 
joy the gilded cup of felicity, if a bitter draught 


was to be her Caroline's potion.“ My grand- 


father, ſaid ſhe, eſteems the young man, and [ 
dare believe, would warmly ſupport his inte- 
reſt; therefore, if we could but learn the true 
ſentiments of his heart, we might ſtrike out 
ſome happy method, as I am not without hope, 
that your father would relax ſomewhat of his 
uſual inflexibility on this occaſion.” 


Mr. Charles was a little ſceptical in this par- 
ticular, but nevertheleſs determined to watch 
the young man's behaviour, and Louiſa was, 
if poſſible, to bring her beloved friend to con- 
feſſion, that they might have certain grounds 


for their proceedings. They waited not long 


for a confirmation of their conjectures, being 
accidentally ear-witneſſes of a moſt tender 
converſation between the ſuſpected parties in 
one of the retired receſſes, deſcribed at the be- 
ginning of this hiſtory. They both lamented 
their involuntary attachment, and mutually 
deſpaired of ever being happy. 


« Were I poſleſſed in the higheſt degree, 
ſaid the young attorney, of fortune's favour, 
I ſhould then with pleaſure cheriſh the tender 
ſentiments with which Miſs Banſton has inſpired 
me; but it would be the height of folly and 
preſumption in me, to flatter myſelf, that the 
partial 
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partial conſideration of my friends, which in 
reality conſtitutes what 1s called a fair reputa- 
tion, could be accepted as a counter-balance 
to her fortune and expectations.“ 


«© Why, really, Sir, returned Miſs Banſton, 
whatever aerit a young mind may deſerve in 
perſon and character alone, in the general run 
weighs but lightly in the provident ſcale of 
paternal eſtimation. I never would marry 
without my father's approbation; but my 
heart ſhall never ſo far fall from its own dig- 
nity, as to receive a huſband, merely his choice. 
However, we, Sir, have nothing in our power 
but mutual good wiſhes ; mine you may be aſ- 
ſured of, and I muſt beg, you would not here- 


after ſeek occaſions of engaging me upon this 
ſubjeQ.” | 


Louiſa and her lover here thought fit to 
emerge from their concealment, and inform 
their friends, that they had diſcovered them- 
ſelves. Mr. Banſlon very obligingly ſaid, © that, 
had he the diſpoſing of his ſiſter, he would not 
heſitate to beſtow her upon ſo worthy a per- 
ſon, as he had reaſon to believe Mr. Price to 
be ; but whilſt there was a ſuperior authority, 
he thought it incumbent upon her to take no 
ſtep without that ſanction.“ 


Vol. II. G ; Miſs 
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Miſs Caroline was: greatly abaſhed at this 


detection, and would have evaded the ſubje& 


by ſome other pretence. Louiſa begged, ſhe 
would not be diſingenuous, and render by her 


1nſincerity thoſe proceedings faulty and blame- 
able, which in themſelves were innocent and 
natural. Their converſation was interrupted 
by a ſummons to ſupper; and ſo much had 
the affectionate Loui/a her friend's happineſs 
at heart, that ſhe took an opportunity that 
night to conſult her Grand-Papa's judgment 


with reſpect to Miſs Caroline's choice, and, 


upon his declaring greatly in his favour, re- 


tained him for their advocate with the young 


lady's father. 


A letter of invitation was diſpatched to Mrs. 
Ban ſton to her ſon's wedding; but, ſo far from 
accepting it, ſhe ſaid to Mrs. Mary the cook, 

Much good may do them with their buſ- 
tle! J am glad I can fit down by my own fire- 


{ide without ceremony or interruption. What 


ſignifies fortune, Mary, added ſhe, if one may 


not enjoy it agreeable to one's on inclinati- 


on? Suppoſe now, for example, you were equal 
to me in that particular, and you loved routs, 


drums, and confuſion, I retirement, peace and 


my kitchen ; pray, would it. not be as unrea- 


ſonable of you, to lift me up ſuperior to my 
inclination, as it would be for me to reduce and 
con- 
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confine you to my levels, when you deſpiſed 
it ??? To all which Mary aſſented by a nod. 


Mr. Parker and Mr. Banſton being pur- 
poſely deſerted by the young folks ; the good. 
man began to trace happineſs to its genuine 
ſource, which he deduced not from worldly 
enjoyment, but from contentment, * You 
ſee, ſaid he, Sir, what miracles have been 
wrought in my favour, and had the humane 
author been ever ſo inferior to my child in 
fortune and family, (and poſſeſſed but the in- 
trinſic merit your ſon does,) I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly have thought myſelf bound to beſtow 

my Louiſa upon him, if her. inclination and his 
correſponded,” | 


Mr. Banſton remained filent, as his heart 
did not ſubſcribe to the old gentleman's ſen- 
timents, nor was diſpoſed to contradict or op- 


poſe him in any reſpect. 


4 I know, continued this kind man, a young 
lady in the world, who eſteems and is equally 
eſteemed by a perſon every way unexception- 
able, except in the article of fortune; but 
why am I ſo myſterious? it is young Price. 
You, Sir, have acknowledged and conſequent- 
ly been ſenſible of his worthineſs, and yet ſo 
blind and perverſe 1s the judgment of ſome 
men, that, W a wife with two 
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or three thouſand pounds would be the ma- 
king of him for ever, yet ſhe is withheld, 
truly, until he himſelf, under great diſadvan- 
tages and entirely unaſſiſted, ſhall have re- 
moved by his induſtry this mountainous im- 
pediment. 


«© That is rather hard, replyed Mr. Banſton 
heſitatingly; for if the ſum you mention would 
beget an equivalent one, it would be exactly 
the ſame thing, as if the young man poſſeſſed 
it originally.“ “ Thoſe are, indeed, my ſen- 
timents, returned Mr. Parker, and I am glad, 
to find you are of the ſame opinion; eſpeci- 
ally as you have it in your power, by beſtow- 
ing Miſs Caroline upon this really deſerving 
young man, to raiſe him above every difficul- 
ty, and obtain a happy, if not exceeding afflu- 
ent, eſtabliſhment for your daughter.“ 


The countenance of Mr. Banſton honeſtly 
denoted his diſapprobation of this ſcheme. 

« Surely, interrogated he, with a warm ac- 
cent, the girl has not been ſo forward and un- 
dutiful as to have encouraged this fellow with- 
out my knowledge and conſent ?”? 


& do not know, ſaid Mr. Parker, that 
Miſs Banſton's heart, being ſuſceptible of real 
worthineſs, deſerves the harſh epithet you be- 


ſtow upon it; but this I can anſwer for, that 
| ſhe 
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ſhe has not the leaſt intention to take one ſtep 
in this affair, however her inclination may be 
intereſted, without the ſanction of your ap- 
probation : but as I believe, they have a real 
regard for each other, I do not ſee, but their 
happineſs merits our conſideration as well as 
your ſon's and my Louiſa's, and this I can ſay, 
that whatever ſum you might be diſpoſed to 
beſtow upon your daughter upon a contingen- 
cy of this nature, ſhould be by me made ade- 
quate on the part of Price, and you know, the 
fortune my wife's family. left her two years 
ago, will enable me to make good this pro- 
miſe.” This was a plea that merited atten- 
tion, and it was agreed between them, that 
Price ſhould ſettle in his profeſſion at Worce- 
ſter, as ſoon as Mr. Charles Banſton's marri- 
age ſhould be completed, and be entruſted by 
his worthy patron with five thouſand pounds, 
and that, at the expiration of one twelve- 
month, Miſs Caroline ſnould be beſtowed up- 
on him with a ſimilar ſum; but on no other 
terms would this provident father accept him. 


Mr. Parker communicated his ſucceſs to his 
children and the lovers, who, as Miſs Banſton 
was to ſpend the enſuing period at Bentley- 
hall, readily acquieſced to this propoſal, nay, 
embraced it as a peculiar and unexpe & ed hap- 
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The day appointed for the union of the lovers 
being now arrived, the venerable parent per- 
formed the ceremony with a ſatisfaction not 
inferior to what he felt on doing the ſame of- 
fice for his Eliza, and thoſe reverend furrows, 
which grief and age had thrown up in his 
countenance, were on this occaſion brightened 
with the glow of happineſs and heart-felt ſa- 
tisfaction. | | 


The valuable pair were prevailed upon by 
their children to exchange their retirement 
for Bentley-hall, as they would not conſent to 
any other future ſeparation than the one a- 
gainſt which there is no remedy. In conſe- 
quence of this reſolution, the honeſt man re- 
ſigned his benefice, and was in due time, ac- 
companied by the partner of his heart, and, 
by long ſtages, conveyed to that manſion 
which for many years had not been remem- 
bered by him without horror and afflicting 
pangs. Mr. and Mrs. Price attended their ar- 
rival, and were informed of the promiſed ad- 
vantages and alliance of their ſon, which news 
they received with their wonted moderation, 
_ gratitude and humility. 


Mrs. Blackiſton, though in reality undeſer- 
ving of it, received a handſome gratuity, as 
having 
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having been the inſtrument of ſuch extenſive 
felicity, which ſhe was not, however, long 
permitted to enjoy; for being harraſſed by 
her creditors, and perplexed by the uncertain- 
ty of obtaining a reward for her double vil- 
lany, (as it was not conſcience, but ſelf- inte- 
reſt, which prompted her to the diſcovery ſhe 
made,) that vexation, diſappointment, and the 
inconveniences her poverty expoſed: her to, in 
conjunction with her wounded pride, and tur- 
bulent and impatient ſpirit, brought a compli- 
cation of diſorders upon her, which kept hen 
in a lingering ſtate of miſery and ſuffering, 
which continued for a whole twelve-month, 
and then put a period to that exiſtence, ſo un- 
profitably, unſatisfactorily, and in many reſ- 
pects wickedly ſpent. 


Mr. Letcroft and his lady, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bentley, led a very uncomfortable life. The 
goddeſs Diſcord had eſtabliſned her ſeat un- 
der their roof. His being diſappointed in ob- 
taining the immenſe fortune he expected, not- 
withſtanding Mrs. Eeteroft was likely to inhe- 
rit ſome thouſand pounds, changed the meek, 
ſervile adorer into the moroſe, untractable 
huſband. He contracted many improper inti- 
macies, and when his weak brain was heated 
by a too frequent repetition of the ſocial glaſs, 
he was wonted to beſtow ſome rough compli- 
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ment upon his lady's delicate bones, in deſpite 
of the alternate threats and entreaties of her 
father and mother. 


Thus did the chain of events, derived upon 
this family run. Agreeably to our limited no- 
tions of rewards and puniſhments, and though 
many inſtances in life are the reverſe of this 
equitable diſtribution, it muſt nevertheleſs be 
acknowledged, that villainous practices are 
frequently diſcovered and deteQed, and that a 
perſeverance in well-doing is productive of 
the moſt. happy and agreeable conſequences. 
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Mrs. Banſton was the only perſon who re- 
mained unchanged, unintereſted, and conſe- 
quently unaffected by theſe happy revoluti- 

ons, though I really do her injuſtice when I 
ſay, ſhe did not partake in ſome- meaſure of 
the general ſatisfaction; for her houſe was 
clear of every incumbrance for a long ſeaſon, 
and ſhe at liberty to purſue her particular in- 
clinations without interruption, which ſelf- 
enjoyment was derived from an inſenſibility 

of mind, neither to be envyed nor coveted, 
as, ſurely, to a rational being it muſt be high- 
ly ſatisfactory to poſſeſs a heart capable of 
generous ſympathy, and every humane and 
tender diſpoſition; for whatever exemption 


from the participation of others calamities 
ef this 
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this ſelfiſh narrow principle may confer upon 
its poſſeſſor, it can be by no means adequate 
to the reflected joys of friendſhip and benevo- 
ence. 
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